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through the Watter
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XIII

arranged
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Ca’ = Call (Vowel as in “at”)
Watter = Water (First vowel as in “at”)
Sweir = Unwilling, burdensome
Baith = Both. 
Shoon = Shoes
Winna = Will not
Coo = Cow

William Gillies Whittaker (1876-1944) was born in Newcastle upon Tyne, England. He 
studied science at  Armstrong College, University of Durham, received training in organ 
and singing, and became a member of its faculty. He later was Professor of Music at the 
University of Glasgow and principal of the Royal Scottish Academy of Music. He was a 
respected  choral  conductor  with  positions  with  Armstrong  College,  the  Newcastle  and  
Gateshead Choral Union and the Newcastle Bach Choir. Whittaker was a scholar of Bach 
and conductor Bach’s works. He was editor of a series of Bach’s cantatas and author of 
one of the definitive commentaries on Bach’s cantatas. He also edited instrumental works 
of  the  17th  and  18th  centuries.  He  composed  a  number  of  larger  choral  works,  piano  
pieces,  songs,  and  choral  arrangements.  He  is  particularly  known  for  his  collection  of  
“North Countrie Folk Songs” and choral arrangements of many of the songs.

Ca’ Hawkie, drive her.
Ca’ Hawkie through the watter,
Hawkie is a sweir beast,
And Hawkie winna wade the watter.

Hawkie is a bonnie coo;
Tho’ she’s loath to wade the watter,
While she waits the work’ll stand, so 
Ca’ Hawkie through the watter.

Hawkie is a pretty coo,
All the children do adore her,
For she gives them all the milk,
There is none they prize before her.

Girls be not too nice or coy,
If your sweetheart wants to marry,
Ne’er say nay but quickly comply,
As ’tis hazardous to tarry.

Now, young maids, my counsel take,
Since that it can be no better;
Cast off baith your hose and shoon,
And safely drive her through the watter.
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