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George James Webb (1803-1887) was born at Rushmore Lodge, near Salisbury in Wiltshire, England. He
trained early in England and was an organist in Falmouth, England. He emigrated to Boston, Massachusetts, in
1830. He was organist at the Old South Church in Boston for nearly 40 years and was organist at the Boston
Church of the New Jerusalem. With Lowell Mason, he founded the Boston Academy of Music. He was president
of the Handel and Haydn Society. In 1871, he left Boston, taught in New York from 1876-1885, and retired to
Orange, New Jersey. He was an editor for the journals “The Music Library” and “The Music Cabinet.” He
published the books “Vocal Techniques” and “Voice Culture,” and was editor and arranger of the collections
“Young Ladies’ Vocal Class Book,” “The Glee Hive,” “The New Odeon,” “The Vocalist,” the “Little Songster,”
and “Cantica Laudis.” He composed organ music, choral music, songs, and hymns. His most well-known
composition is his part-song “’Tis Dawn, the Lark is Singing.” The original song was well received and later
adapted as a hymn with the addition of sacred words “Stand up, stand up for Jesus.”



See, shipmates, on our starboard tack,
Our much loved shore appearing,

Nor can bright hopes be ta’en aback,
Our barque the haven nearing;

There anxious hearts and lovely forms,
With kindred’s sweet emotion,

Shall welcome safe from wrecks and storms,

Each wanderer of the ocean.

No whirling wave nor threatening surge,
When in our refuge mooring,

Nor wind that howls the seamen’s dirge
Can fright us with their roaring;

There cease the perils of the tide,

We hear the waves retreating,

In smoother waters safe we ride,

Nor heed the tempest beating.

And there we’ll tell of dangers past,
Amid the deep’s emotion,

When smiled beneath the angry blast
The pilgrims of the ocean!

For Providence was pilot there,

When we were tempest driven,

And then we’ll pour the grateful prayer,
As incense meet for heaven.

So when the storms of life are o’er,
The blissful haven nearing,

We’ll gave upon the heavenly shore,
Our pilot safely steering;

Immortal forms in bright array,
From whom we ne’er shall sever,
Shall joy we make the peaceful bay,
And anchor there forever.

Jesse Hammond
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