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This world is all a fleeting show,
    For man’s illusion given;
The smiles of Joy, the tears of Woe,
Deceitful shine, deceitful flow—
    There’s nothing true, but Heaven!

And false the light on Glory’s plume,
    As fading hues of Even;
And Love and Hope, and Beauty’s bloom,
Are blossoms gather’d for the tomb—
    There’s nothing bright, but Heaven!

Poor wand’rers of a stormy day!
    From wave to wave we’re driven,
And Fancy’s flash, and Reason’s ray,
Serve but to light the troubled way—
    There’s nothing calm, but Heaven!

Thomas Moore (1779-1852)

Simon  Waley  Waley (1827-1875)  was  born  in  Finsbury, 
Middlesex, England. He became a very successful businessman 
and was a member of the London Stock Exchange. He was very 
active  in  the  Jewish  community  in  London.  He  studied  music 
privately under a number of accomplished musicians, including 
Sir  William  Sterndale  Bennett,  and  became  an  active  amateur 
musician,  known  as  composer  and  skilled  pianist.  He  died  in 
London.  His  compositions  include  service  music  for  the 
Synagogue, a few orchestral and instrumental pieces, pieces for 
piano, songs, and part-songs.
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