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The Trees they
do grow high



The trees they do grow high and the leaves they do grow green,
And many’s the cold winter’s night my love and I have seen;
Of a cold winter’s night, my love, you and I alone have been,
Whilst my bonny boy was young, but was growing.

“I’ll send your love to college, all for a year or two,
And then, when the years have passed, he will be wed to you;
I’ll buy him white ribbons, tie them round his bonny waist,
To let the ladies know that he’s married.”

At the age of sixteen, he was a married man,
At the age of seventeen, he was father to a son,
At the age of eighteen, the green grass grew over him.
Cruel death soon put an end to his growing.

And he shall have a shroud of the very best of brown,
And whilst in the making the tears, they shall run down,
Crying, “Once I’d a sweetheart, but now I’ve never a one,
So, fare you well, my own true love, forevermore.”

English Folk Song

Edward Thomas Sweeting (1863-1930) held positions as organist at St. Mary’s 
Kensington  and  Rossall  School,  Lancashire,  where  he  taught  the  future  Sir 
Thomas Beecham. He was organist and director of the choir of St. John’s College, 
Cambridge, from 1897-1901. He then became Organist and a Master of Music of 
Winchester College. He was recognized as an accomplished organist,  a collector 
of folk songs, and an arranger of choral pieces, and other vocal works.
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