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J. Alfred Novello
(1860)

Elizabeth Stirling (1819–1895) was born in Greenwich, London, England, and studied music 
at  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music  with  Edward  Homes,  W.B.  Wilson,  J.A.  Hamilton  and  Sir 
George Macfarren. In 1837 she performed a recital at St. Katherine’s Church, Regent’s Park, 
receiving a review by The Musical World. In 1839 she took a position as organist at All Saints’ 
Poplar  Church.  1853,  she passed the  examination for  the  degree of  Mus.  Bac.  at  Oxford but 
did  not  receive  the  degree,  for  the  University  had  never  before  conferred  the  degree  upon  a 
woman. She is considered one of the finest of the English organists and published many organ 
works and over fifty part-songs.  Her part-song All  Among the Barley won a prize offered by 
Novello & Co. in 1849 and was one of the most popular English part-songs at that time.
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Well may I find a better home, 
    My steed a warmer stall; 
I know full many a lordly dome,
    Full many a palace hall,
Where stately rows of columns tall
    The fretted roof sustain,
Then forester, yield thee to my call,
    And follow me o’er the plain. 
        Forester, leave thy woodland range,
            And hie thee hence with me,
        For brighter scenes and pleasures strange,
            Forsake thy greenwood tree. 

Doth lofty roof delight thine eye, 
    Or stately pillar please, 
Look, stranger, at yon azure sky, 
    And pillars such as these, 
Where, wreathing round majestic trees, 
    The verdant ivy clings; 
The pillar’d roofs the peasant sees, 
    Are fit to shelter kings. 
        So I’ll not leave my woodland range, 
            To hie me hence with thee, 
        Nor for your scenes and pleasures strange, 
            Forsake the greenwood tree.

Unknown

Forester, leave thy woodland range, 
    And hie thee hence with me; 
For brighter scenes and pleasures strange, 
    Forsake thy greenwood tree. 
Come, gather thy cloak above the knee, 
    And take thy tall staff down, 
I’ll show thee what delights they be 
    That dwell in tow’r and town. 
        Forester, leave thy woodland range, 
            And hie thee hence with me; 
        For brighter scenes and pleasures strange, 
            Forsake thy greenwood tree. 

Stranger, check thy bright bay steed, 
    To sojourn with me here, 
And turn him forth at large to feed 
    Amongst these dappled deer: 
And thou, while summer skies are clear, 
    Within my greenwood bow’r, 
Shalt scorn the pleasure once so dear, 
    That dwell in town or tow’r. 
        So I’ll not leave my woodland range,
            To hie me hence with thee, 
        Nor for your scenes and pleasures strange,
            Forsake the greenwood tree.


