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Novello and Co.
(1900)

Reginald Somerville (1867-1948) was an English composer and actor known for writing many drawing-room
ballads, part-songs and a handful of operas. He co-wrote music for the musical 4 White Silk Dress in 1896

and, in 1899, he wrote the one act opera The ‘Prentice Pillar. These were followed by a number of other

operas. The emergence of sound films devastated his work as a composer and he shifted his principal work to
teaching. He became ill and the remainder of his life was plagued with financial difficulty.
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There is mirth in the wandering breeze,

When it comes from the distant shore,

In telling its tale to the dimpled seas,

That break in a joyous roar.

And e’en the old sun

Looks with smiles on the fun,

The spray is with gems aglow,

As the winds and the waves, and the grey old rocks,
Unite in a loud ho, ho, ho!

Shapcott Wensley, aka Henry Shapcott Bunce (1854-1917)
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