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Bells

Theo. F. Seward

“…composed during the Author’s residence in England…”

Edition and “engraving” © 2021 SHORCHOR™.  May be freely distributed, duplicated, performed and recorded under the TERMS OF USE 
described elsewhere in this publication.  This edition is not a source for a secondary edition.
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8 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ .œ Jœ
Hear the mer ry chim ing of the bells, The
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Hear the mer ry chim ing of the bells, The
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10 œ œ œ œ œ œ jœ Jœ
sweet ly fall ing on the ear, Bim,

œ œ œ œ œ œ jœ Jœ
sweet ly fall ing on the ear, Bim,
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18 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Tell ing gai ly of hope and joy;
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Tell ing gai ly of hope and joy;
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Sweet bells, ring ing out, Wild notes fling ing out,
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*

* “The pauses are purposely omitted from the instrumental notes. The best effect will be 
gained by removing the hand from the keys and permitting the voices to diminish to the 
softest possible tone; in other words, dying away like the tones of the bell.”
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Songs and car ols all tongues em ploy.
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Jin gling mer ri ly through the air.
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Tell ing gai ly of hope and joy;
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36 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ .œ Jœ
Hear the mer ry chim ing of the bells, The

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ .œ Jœ
Hear the mer ry chim ing of the bells, The

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ .œ ‰
Hear the mer ry chim ing of the bells,

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ .œ ‰
Hear the mer ry chim ing of the bells,
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38 œ œ œ œ œ œ jœ Jœ
sweet ly fall ing on the ear, Bim,

œ œ œ œ œ œ jœ Jœ
sweet ly fall ing on the ear, Bim,
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œ œ jœ ‰ Œ ‰ Jœ
bim, bim, bim, Bim,
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Bim, bim, bim, bim,
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Bim, bim, bim, bim,
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œ œ jœ ‰ Ó
bim, bim, bim,
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Œ ‰ Jœ œ œ œ
Bim, bim, bim, bim,
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
List to the mer ry, mer ry chim ing, chim ing,

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
List to the mer ry, mer ry chim ing, chim ing,

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
List to the mer ry, mer ry chim ing, chim ing,

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
List to the mer ry, mer ry chim ing, chim ing,

˙̇̇ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ

˙̇̇ œ œœ œ œœœ&
loco

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

10 Bells



&

&

V

?

&

&

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

S

A

T

B

Pno.

(¤)

42 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
chim ing, chim ing, chime of the bells, of the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
chim ing, chim ing, chime of the bells, of the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
chim ing, chim ing, chime of the bells, of the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
chim ing, chim ing, chime of the bells, of the
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J. Curwen & Sons
(1889)

Hear the merry chiming of the bells, 
The merry chiming now we hear, 
How sweetly falling on the ear, 
List to the merry chiming of the bells. 

Ring our merrily, swing so cheerily, 
Telling gaily of hope and joy; 
Sweet bells, ringing out, 
Wild notes @linging out, 
Songs and carols all tongues employ. 

Ring out mournfully, harshly, dolefully, 
Sad tales telling of grief and despair. 
Chime out joyfully, gaily, cheerfully, 
Jingling merrily through the air. 

Theodore  Frelinghuysen  Seward (1835-1902)  was  born  in 
Florida,  Orange  County,  New  York,  second  cousin  of  U.  S. 
Secretary  of  State,  Senator,  and  NY  Governor  William  H. 
Seward.  He  studied  music  under  Lowell  Mason  and  Thomas 
Hastings.  He  held  organist  positions  in  New  London, 
Connecticut, and in Rochester, New York, before moving to New 
York  City.  His  wife  was  a  well  known  poet  and  activist  Mary 
Holden  Coggeshall  Seward.  He  managed  performances  of  the 
Fisk Jubilee Singers, wrote down more than one hundred of their 
plantation  melodies,  and  toured  Europe  with  them.  He  became 
interested  in  the  British  system  of  musical  instruction,  took  a 
residency in England to study, and worked to establish the Tonic 
sol-fa  system in  the  U.S.  He  wrote  and  lectured  on  the  subject, 
taught  the  system in  classes  and  public  schools,  and  prepared  a 
series  of  textbooks.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  American  tonic 
sol-fa Association, and of the American vocal music association. 
He  also  founded  the  Brotherhood  of  Christian  Unity  and  the 
Don’t Worry Club. He died in East Orange, New Jersey.



TERMS OF USE
These editions are available as a service to the choral community, offering inexpensive access to public domain 
literature.  Choir resources can purchase other literature still under copyright, especially to support those creating and 
publishing new compositions and arrangements.  These editions have been created using public domain sources under 
U. S. copyright law.  Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:
     please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.
     please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate professional courtesies.

For a full description of these requests and more scores, visit:
     www.shorchor.net


