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William Rhys-Herbert (1868–1921) was born in Ffwrnas, South Wales. As a youth, he showed much musical talent 
and, saving his money, he bought a harmonium. He became the first organist at Jerusalem Chapel and studied with T. 
J.  Davies  of  Swansea.  He  graduated  from the  London  College  of  Music  and  went  to  Canada  where  he  studied  at  
Trinity  University,  Toronto.  He  emigrated  to  the  U.S.  and  was  appointed  organist  at  Hennepin  Avenue  Methodist  
Church  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  and  then  was  organist  and  choir  director  at  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  
Minneapolis.  He  directed  the  Elks  Glee  Club  and  was  principal  accompanist  to  the  Apollo  Club.  He  composed  
numerous operettas for school performance, cantatas, songs, and part-songs. He also wrote choral music and piano 
sheet music under the pseudonym “W. H. Rees.” He died in Chicago after a brief illness at age 53.



TERMS OF USE
These editions are available as a service to the choral community, offering inexpensive access to public domain 
literature.  Choir resources can purchase other literature still under copyright, especially to support those creating and 
publishing new compositions and arrangements.  These editions have been created using public domain sources under 
U. S. copyright law.  Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:
     please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.
     please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate professional courtesies.

For a full description of these requests and more scores, visit:
     www.shorchor.net

Flow gently, sweet Afton, among thy green braes,
Flow gently, I’ll sing thee a song in thy praise;
My Mary’s asleep by thy murmuring stream,
Flow gently, sweet Afton, disturb not her dream.

Thou stock-dove, whose echo resounds thro’ the glen,
Ye wild whistling blackbirds in yon thorny den,
Thou green-crested lapwing, thy screaming forbear,
I charge you disturb not my slumbering fair.

How lofty, sweet Afton, thy neighbouring hills,
Far mark’d with the courses of clear winding rills;
There daily I wander as noon rises high,
My flocks and my Mary’s sweet cot in my eye.

How pleasant thy banks and green valleys below,
Where wild in the woodlands the primroses blow;
There oft, as mild Ev’ning sweeps over the lea,
The sweet-scented birk shades my Mary and me.

Thy crystal stream, Afton, how lovely it glides,
And winds by the cot where my Mary resides,
How wanton thy waters her snowy feet lave,
As gathering sweet flow’rets she stems thy clear wave.

Flow gently, sweet Afton, among thy green braes,
Flow gently, sweet river, the theme of my lays;
My Mary’s asleep by thy murmuring stream,
Flow gently, sweet Afton, disturb not her dream.

Robert Burns (1759–1796)


