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Samuel Reay (1828-1905) was born Hexham, England.  He was a chorister at Durham Cathedral and was educated at 
Oxford.  Reay held many organist positions, but was known primarily as organist of the Church of St. Mary Magdalene, 
Newark-on-Trent from 1864-1901 and Schoolmaster of Newark Parish Church.  He was also conductor of the Newark 
Philharmonic Society.  He is noted for having performed the first organ arrangement of Mendelssohn’s “Wedding March” 
which he arranged.  His compositions include Morning and Evening Services as well as Anthems and Part-Songs.
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Twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity.

The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of 
righteousness.  Proverbs xvi. 31.

The bright-haired morn is glowing 
   O’er emerald meadows gay, 
With many a clear gem strewing 
   The early shepherd’s way. 
Ye gentle elves, by Fancy seen 
   Stealing away with night 
To slumber in your leafy screen, 
   Tread more than airy light.

And see what joyous greeting 
   The sun through heaven has shed, 
Though fast yon shower be fleeting, 
   His beams have faster sped. 
For lo! above the western haze 
   High towers the rainbow arch 
In solid span of purest rays: 
   How stately is its march!

“The Christian Year” (1827)
Rev. John Keble (1792-1866) was Chair of Poetry at Oxford and 
one of the leaders of the Oxford Movement. Keble College, Oxford 
was named after him.


