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Samuel Reay (1828-1905) was born Hexham, England.   He was a  chorister  at  Durham 
Cathedral and was educated at Oxford.  Reay held many organist positions, but was known 
primarily  as  organist  of  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  Newark-on-Trent  from 
1864-1901  and  Schoolmaster  of  Newark  Parish  Church.   He  was  also  conductor  of  the 
Newark  Philharmonic  Society.   He  is  noted  for  having  performed  the  first  organ 
arrangement  of  Mendelssohn’s  “Wedding  March”  which  he  arranged.   His  compositions 
include Morning and Evening Services as well as Anthems and Part-Songs.



The Spring’s free sunshine falleth 
Like balm upon the heart, 
And care and fear, dull shadows, 
Are hastening to depart. 
Oh, season of rejoicing, 
That fills my heart and brain 
With visions such as never 
Me-thought should come again.

How lovingly the sunshine 
Clings round the tufts of green; 
And all is fair and joyful 
As winter ne’er has been. 
The butterfly is wending 
Its way from flower to flower, 
Like a freed and happy spirit, 
Meet emblem of such hour.

The rose is opening slowly, 
The lilac’s scented cones 
Are musical till nightfall 
With wild bees’ drowsy tones. 
We smile to see the conquest 
Of beauty o’er decay, 
With merry lark up-soaring, 
We greet at dawning day.

Anon.

TERMS OF USE
These editions are available as a service to the choral community, offering inexpensive access to public domain 
literature.  Choir resources can purchase other literature still under copyright, especially to support those creating and 
publishing new compositions and arrangements.  These editions have been created using public domain sources under 
U. S. copyright law.  Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:
     please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.
     please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate professional courtesies.

For a full description of these requests and more scores, visit:
     www.shorchor.net


