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Samuel Reay (1828-1905) was born Hexham, England.  He was a chorister at Durham 
Cathedral  and  was  educated  at  Oxford.   Reay  held  many  organist  positions,  but  was 
known  primarily  as  organist  of  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  Newark-on-Trent 
from 1864-1901 and Schoolmaster of Newark Parish Church.  He was also conductor of 
the  Newark  Philharmonic  Society.   He  is  noted  for  having  performed  the  first  organ 
arrangement of Mendelssohn’s “Wedding March” which he arranged.  His compositions 
include Morning and Evening Services as well as Anthems and Part-Songs.

The orb of day is sinking,
The star of eve is winking,
The silent dews
Their balm diffuse,
The summer 8lowers are drinking;
The valley shades grow drearer,
As the sky above glows clearer;
Around all swim,
Perplexed and dim,
Yet the distant hills seem nearer—
O'er their tops the eye may mark
The very leaves, distinct and dark.

Now eastern skies are lightening,
Wood, mead, and mount are brightening,
Sink in the blaze
The stellar rays,
The clouds of heaven are whitening;
Now the curfew-bell is ringing,
Now the birds forsake their singing,
The beetle 8ly
Hums dully by,
And the bat his 8light is winging;
While the glowing, glorious moon,
Gives to night the smile of noon.

David Macbeth Moir (1798-1851)
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