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William  H.  Pontius (1857-1937)  was  born  in  Circleville,  Ohio,  and  
graduated  from  the  Ohio  Normal  University  of  Ada  (later  Ohio  
Northern). He became a voice teacher and choir director; and was music 
superintendent for schools of Mansfield, Ohio. In Mansfield, he helped 
organize  the  Philharmonic  Society,  the  Gounod  Club,  and  other  music  
organizations.  He  moved  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  set  up  his  own  
music business,  teaching voice and directing choirs.  He later moved to 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  where  he  was  Director  of  the  Department  of  
Music at the Minneapolis School of Music, Oratory, and Dramatic Art. 
He  also  served  as  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Prosser  Foundation  and  
Home  for  Musicians  in  Philadelphia.  He  died  in  Minneapolis.  His  
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Until we meet!
Oh, farewell word, so sad, so sweet,
By lips of dear ones spoken,
We give and take love’s token,
And still we pause, and still repeat,
Until we meet!

Until we meet!
Oh, farewell word, so sad, so sweet,
Until we meet!

Until we meet,
Our joys imperfect to complete!
Keep back the sigh that’s telling,
The tide of grief high swelling,
Fly winged, fly winged time’s leaden feet,
Until we meet!

Until we meet!
Oh, farewell word, so sad, so sweet,
We check the tear that’s starting,
And meet by faith in parting,
We part in hope, as then we greet,
Until we meet!

Jeremiah Eames Rankin (1828–1904)


