
'Tis sweet

to hear

the merry lark

John Pointer

(1868–1934)

D



&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

44

44

44

44

S

A

T

B

œ
’Tis

œ
’Tis

œ
’Tis

œ
’Tis

Allegro  q = 152
F

F

F

F

stacc.

stacc.

stacc.

stacc.

œ œ œ œ œ
sweet to hear the

œ œ œ œ œ
sweet to hear the

œ œ œb œ œ
sweet to hear the

œ œ œ œ
sweet to hear the

œ œ œ œ œ
mer ry lark, That

œ œ œ œ œ
mer ry lark, That

œ œ œb œ œ
mer ry lark, That

œ œ œ œ
mer ry lark, That

œ œ œ œ
bids a blithe good

œ œ œ œ
bids a blithe good.œ Jœ œ œ
bids a blithe good

œ œ .œ Jœ
bids a blithe good

œ œ Œ œ
mor row; But

œ œ ˙
mor row; But

œ œ Œ œ
mor row; But

œ œ ˙
mor row; But

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

5 œ œ œ œ œ œ
sweet er to hark, in the

œ œ œ œ œ œ
sweet er to hark, in the

œ œ œ œ œ# œ
sweet er to hark, in the

œ œ œ œ œ œ
sweet er to hark, in the

œ œ œn œ œ
twink ling dark, To the

œ œ œb œ œ
twink ling dark, To the

œ œ œn œn œ œ
twink ling dark, To the

œ œ œ# œ œ
twink ling dark, To the

œ œ œ œ
sooth ing song of

œ œn œ œ
sooth ing song of

œ œ œ œ
sooth ing song of

w
sooth

œ œ œn œ
sor row, the

œ œ œ œ
sor row, the

œ œ œ œ
sor row, the

w
ing

œ œ .œ jœ
sooth ing song of

œ œ .œn jœ
sooth ing song of

œn œ .œ jœ
sooth ing song of

.˙ œ
song of

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - -

'Tis sweet to hear the merry lark

John Pointer

Edition and “engraving” © 2014 SHORCHOR™.  May be freely distributed, duplicated, performed and recorded under the TERMS OF USE 
described elsewhere in this publication.  This edition is not a source for a secondary edition.



&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

10

œ œ Œ œ
sor row. O

œ œ Œ œ
sor row. O

œ œ Œ œA
sor row. O

œ œ ˙A >
sor row. O

f

f

f

f

.œ Jœ œ œ
Night in gale! what

.œ jœ œ# œ
Night in gale! what

.œ Jœ œ œ
Night in gale! what.œ Jœ œb œ
Night in gale! what

œn œ œ œ œ œ
doth she ail? And

œ œn œb œ
doth she ail? And

œb œ œ œ
doth she ail? And

œ œ œ œ œ œ
doth she ail? And

.œ Jœ œ œ
is she sad or

œ# œ œ œ
is she sad or.œ Jœ# œ œ
is she sad or

œ œ œ œ
is she sad or

œN œn Œ œ
jol ly? For

œ œ Œ œ
jol ly? For

œ œ Œ œ
jol ly? For

œ œ ˙#
jol ly? For

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

15 œ œ œ œ
ne’er on earth was

œ œ œ œ
ne’er on earth was

.œ Jœ œ œ
ne’er on earth was.œ Jœ œn œ
ne’er on earth was

.œ Jœ œ œ
sound of mirth So

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
sound of mirth So

œ œ œ œ œ
sound of mirth So

œ œ œ œ
sound of mirth So

œ œ .œ jœ
like to me lan

œ œ .œ jœ
like to me lan

œ œ œ œ
like to me lanœ œ œ œ
like to me lan

œ œ Œ œ
cho ly, so

œ œ Œ œ
cho ly, so

œn œ Œ œ
cho ly, so

œ# œ Œ œ
cho ly, so

P

P

P

P

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

19 œ œ .œ jœ
like to me lan

œ œ .œ jœ
like to me lan

œ œ .œb Jœ
like to me lan

œn œ œ œ
like to me lan

poco rit.

poco rit.

poco rit.

poco rit.

œ œ Œ
cho ly.

œ œ Œ
cho ly.

œ œ Œ
cho ly.

œ œ Œ
cho ly.

œ
The

œ
The

œ
The

œ
The

F

F

F

F

a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

œ œ œ œ œ
mer ry lark, he

œ œ œ œ œ
mer ry lark, he

œ œ œb œ œ
mer ry lark, he

œ œ œ œ
mer ry lark, he

œ œ œ œ œ
soars on high, No

œ œ œ œ œ
soars on high, No

œ œ œb œ œ
soars on high, No

œ œ œ œ
soars on high, No

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

3'Tis sweet to hear the merry lark



&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

23 œ œ œ œ
world ly thought o’er

œ œ œ œ
world ly thought o’er.œ Jœ œ œ
world ly thought o’er

œ œ .œ Jœ
world ly thought o’er

œ œ Œ œ
takes him; He

œ œ ˙
takes him; He

œ œ Œ œ
takes him; He

œ œ ˙
takes him; He

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
sings a loud to the

œ œ œ œ œ
sings a loud to the

œ œ œ œ# œ
sings a loud to the

œ œ œ œ œ
sings a loud to the

œ œ œn œ œ
clear blue sky, And the

œ œ œb œ œ
clear blue sky, And the

œ œ œn œ œn œ
clear blue sky, And the

œ œ œ# œ œ
clear blue sky, And the

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

27 œ œ œ œ
day light that a

œ œ œ œ
day light that a

œ œ œ œ
day light that a

w
day

œ œ œn œ
wakes him, the

œ œ œ œ
wakes him, the

œ œ œ œ
wakes him, the

w
light

œ œ .œ jœ
day light that a

œ œ .œn jœ
day light that a

œn œ .œ jœ
day light that a

.˙ œ
that a

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

œ œ Œ œ
wakes him. As

œ œ Œ œ
wakes him. As

œ œ Œ œA
wakes him. As

œ œ ˙A >
wakes him. As

f

f

f

f

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

31 .œ Jœ œ œ
sweet a lay, as

.œ jœ œ# œ
sweet a lay, as

.œ Jœ œ œ
sweet a lay, as.œ Jœ œb œ
sweet a lay, as

œn œ œ œ œ œ
loud, as gay, The

œ œn œb œ
loud, as gay, The

œb œ œ œ
loud, as gay, The

œ œ œ œ œ œ
loud, as gay, The

.œ Jœ œ œ
night in gale is

œ# œ œ œ
night in gale is.œ Jœ# œ œ
night in gale is

œ œ œ œ
night in gale is

œN œn Œ œ
trill ing; With

œ œ Œ œ
trill ing; With

œ œ Œ œ
trill ing; With

œ œ ˙#
trill ing; With

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

4 'Tis sweet to hear the merry lark



&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

35 œ œ œ œ
feel ing bliss, no

œ œ œ œ
feel ing bliss, no

.œ Jœ œ œ
feel ing bliss, no.œ Jœ œn œ
feel ing bliss, no

.œ Jœ œ œ
less than his, Her

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
less than his, Her

œ œ œ œ œ
less than his, Her

œ œ œ œ
less than his, Her

œ œ .œ jœ
lit tle heart is

œ œ .œ jœ
lit tle heart is

œ œ œ œ
lit tle heart isœ œ œ œ
lit tle heart is

œ œ Œ œ
thrill ing, her

œ œ Œ œ
thrill ing, her

œn œ Œ œ
thrill ing, her

œ# œ Œ œ
thrill ing, her

P

P

P

P

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

39 œ œ .œ jœ
lit tle heart is

œ œ .œ jœ
lit tle heart is

œ œ .œb Jœ
lit tle heart is

œn œ œ œ
lit tle heart is

poco rit.

poco rit.

poco rit.

poco rit.

œ œ Œ
thrill ing.

œ œ Œ
thrill ing.

œ œ Œ
thrill ing.

œ œ Œ
thrill ing.

œ
Yet

œ
Yet

œ
Yet

œ
Yet

p

p

p

p

a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

œ œ œ œ œ
ev er and a

œ œ œ œ œ
ev er and a

œ œ œb œ œ
ev er and a

œ œ œ œ
ev er and a

œ œ œ œ œ
non, a sigh Peers

œ œ œ œ œ
non, a sigh Peers

œ œ œb œ œ
non, a sigh Peers

œ œ œ œ
non, a sigh Peers

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

44 œ œ œ œ
through her lav ish

œ œ œ œ
through her lav ish.œ Jœ œ œ
through her lav ish

œ œ .œ Jœ
through her lav ish

˙ Œ œ œ
mirth; For the

˙ œ œ
mirth; For the

˙ Œ œ œ
mirth; For the

˙ œ œ
mirth; For the

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

œ œ œ .œ Jœ
lark’s bold song is

œ œ œ œ
lark’s bold song is

œ œ œ œ#
lark’s bold song is

œ œ œ œ
lark’s bold song is

œ œ œn œ
of the sky, And

œ œ œb œ
of the sky, And

œ œ œn .œ Jœ
of the sky, And

œ œ œ# œ
of the sky, And

-

-

-

-

5'Tis sweet to hear the merry lark



&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

48 œ œ œ œ
her’s is of the

œ œn œ œ
her’s is of the

œ œ œ œ
her’s is of the

w
her’s

œ œ œn œ
earth, the earth, and

œ œ œ œ
earth, the earth, and

œ œ œ œ
earth, the earth, and

˙ ˙
is

œ œ .œ jœ
her’s is of the

œ œ .œn jœ
her’s is of the

œn œ .œ jœ
her’s is of the

.˙ œ
of the

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

˙ Œ œ
earth. By

˙ Œ œ
earth. By

˙ Œ œA
earth. By

˙ ˙A >
earth. By

F

F

F

F

&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

52 .œ Jœ œ œ
night and day, she

.œ jœ œ# œ
night and day, she

.œ Jœ œ œ
night and day, she.œ Jœ œb œ
night and day, she

œn œ œ œ œ œ
tunes her lay, To

œ œn œb œ
tunes her lay, To

œb œ œ œ
tunes her lay, To

œ œ œ œ œ œ
tunes her lay, To

.œ Jœ œ œ
drive a way all

œ# œn œ œ
drive a way all.œ Jœ# œ œ
drive a way all

œ œ œ œ
drive a way all

-

-

-

-

&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

55 œ œn Œ œ
sor row; For

œ œ Œ œ
sor row; For

œ œ Œ œ
sor row; For

œ œ ˙#
sor row; For

œ œ œ œ
bliss, a las! to

œ œ œ œ
bliss, a las! to

.œ Jœ œ œ
bliss, a las! to.œ Jœ œn œ
bliss, a las! to

.œ Jœ œ œ
night must pass, And

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
night must pass, And

œ œ œ œ œ
night must pass, And

œ œ œ œ
night must pass, And

œ œ .œ jœ
woe may come to

œ œ .œ jœ
woe may come to

œ œ œ œ
woe may come toœ œ œ œ
woe may come to

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

6 'Tis sweet to hear the merry lark



&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

59 œ œ Œ œ
mor row; For

œ œ Œ œ
mor row; For

œn œ Œ œ
mor row; For

œ# œ Œ œ
mor row; For

œ œ œ œ
bliss, a las! to

œ œ œ œ
bliss, a las! to

œ œ œ œ
bliss, a las! toœ œ œ œ
bliss, a las! to

.œ Jœ œ œ
night must pass, And

œ œ œ œ
night must pass, And

œ# œ œ œ
night must pass, And

œ œ œ œ
night must pass, And

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

.œ Jœ .œ jœ
woe may come to

œ œb œ œ#
woe may come to

œ œ# œ œ
woe may come to

œ# œn œ œ
woe may come to

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

63

œ œ œ œ
mor row, and

˙ œ œ
mor row, and

˙ œ# œ
mor row, and

˙ œn œ
mor row, may

.˙ œ
woe may

œ œ œ œ
woe may come to

œ œ œ œ
woe may come to

w
come

œ œ œ œ
come to mor

˙ ˙
mor

˙ ˙
mor

w

œ œ œ œ
row, and

.˙ œ
row, and

.˙ œ
row, and

w

p

p

p

.œ Jœ .œ Jœ
woe may come to

œ œ œ œ
woe may come to

œ œ œ œ
woe may come to

˙ ˙
to

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- -

&

&

V
?

b

b

b

b

S

A

T

B

68 œ œ œ œ
mor row, may

˙ œ œ
mor row, may

˙ œ œ
mor row, may

˙ œ œ
mor row, may

.˙ œ
come to

œ œ ˙
come to

˙ ˙
come to

˙ ˙
come to

rall.

rall.

rall.

rall.

œ œ œ œ
mor row, to

˙ œ œ
mor row, to

˙ œ œ
mor row, to

˙ œn œ
mor row, to

œ œ ˙
mor

˙ ˙
mor

œ œ ˙
mor

w
mor

w
row.

w
row.

w
row.

ww
row.

- - - - - - -

- - - - - --

- - - - - --

- - - - - --

7'Tis sweet to hear the merry lark

Novello and Company
(1906)



TERMS OF USE
These editions are available as a service to the choral community, offering inexpensive access to public domain literature.  Choir resources can purchase other 
literature still under copyright, especially to support those creating and publishing new compositions and arrangements.  These editions have been created 
using public domain sources under U. S. copyright law.  Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:
     please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.
     please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If performed, sending a copy of the concert program would be a valuable affirmation.  If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate 
professional courtesies and a copy of the recording would be greatly appreciated!

For a full description of these requests and more scores, visit:
     www.shorchor.net

Yet ever and anon, a sigh
Peers through her lavish mirth;
For the lark’s bold song is of the sky,
And hers is of the earth.
By night and day, she tunes her lay,
To drive away all sorrow;
For bliss, alas! to-night must pass,
And woe may come to-morrow.

Hartley Coleridge (1796-1849)

The merry lark, he soars on high,
No worldly thought o’ertakes him;
He sings aloud to the clear blue sky,
And the daylight that awakes him.
As sweet a lay, as loud, as gay,
The nightingale is trilling;
With feeling bliss, no less than his,
Her little heart is thrilling.

‘Tis sweet to hear the merry lark,
That bids a blithe good-morrow;
But sweeter to hark, in the twinkling dark,
To the soothing song of sorrow.
Oh nightingale!  What doth she ail?
And is she sad or jolly?
For ne’er on earth was sound of mirth
So like to melancholy.

John  Pointer (1868–1934)  was  born  in  ham,  Chester,  England.  He  was  active  as  a  pianist, 
conductor,  and  composer,  and  was  a  long-time  editor  for  Novello  and  Company,  music 
publishers in London. His most significant work was with editions of Bach cantatas, works by 
Purcell, and works by Samuel Coleridge-Taylor. He worked with John E. West, chief editor at 
Novello, to bring out Elgar’s principal works. He was skilled as an orchestrator, particularly in 
connection with light opera. As composer, he mainly wrote songs and part-songs.


