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Tell me where is Fancy bred,
Or in the heart or in the head?
How begot, how nourished?
It is engender’d in the eyes,
With gazing fed; and Fancy dies
In the cradle, where it lies.
Let us all ring fancy’s knell;
I’ll begin it— Ding, dong, bell.

The Merchant of Venice
Act 3 Scene 2
William Shakespeare (1564-1616)

John Pointer (1868–1934) was born in ham, Chester, England. He was active as a 
pianist,  conductor,  and  composer,  and  was  a  long-time  editor  for  Novello  and 
Company,  music  publishers  in  London.  His  most  significant  work  was  with 
editions  of  Bach  cantatas,  works  by  Purcell,  and  works  by  Samuel 
Coleridge-Taylor. He worked with John E. West, chief editor at Novello, to bring 
out  Elgar’s  principal  works.  He  was  skilled  as  an  orchestrator,  particularly  in 
connection with light opera. As composer, he mainly wrote songs and part-songs.
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Tell me where is

.œ jœ œ œ
Tell me where is

.œ jœ œ œ
Tell me where is

‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ œ
Tell me where
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Fan cy bred, Or
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Fan cy bred, Or
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Fan cy bred, Or
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is Fan cy bred,
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in the heart or
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in the heart or
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4 .œ Jœ ˙
in the head?

jœ œ jœ jœ œ jœ
in the head?

.œ Jœ œ œ
in the head?

œ œ œ œ
in the head?

.œ Jœ# œ# œ
How be got, how

.œ jœ# œ# œ
How be got, how

‰ jœ œ ‰ jœ œ œ
How be got,

‰ Jœ# œ ‰ Jœ œ œ
How be got,

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

.œ Jœ# œ# œ
nou rish ed? Re

.œ jœ# œ# œ
nou rish ed? Re

‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ
how nou rish ed?

‰ Jœ# œ œ œ œ œ
how nou rish ed?
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Tell me where is Fancy bred

CJohn Pointer

Edition and “engraving” © 2014 SHORCHOR™.  May be freely distributed, duplicated, performed and recorded under the TERMS OF USE 
described elsewhere in this publication.  This edition is not a source for a secondary edition.
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ply, re

jœ ≈ Rœn œ> Jœ ‰ œ
ply, re ply, re
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Re ply, re

‰ . Rœb œ> Jœ ‰ œ
Re ply, re
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ply. It

˙# jœ ‰ œ
ply. Itœ œ# Jœ ‰ œ
ply. It

˙ Jœ ‰ œ
ply. It
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.œ Jœ œ œ
is en gen der’d
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is en gen der’d

œ œ œ œ
is en gen der’d
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.œ# jœ œ œ
in the eyes, With

.œ jœ œ œ
in the eyes, With

.œ jœ œ œ
in the eyes, With.œ Jœ œ œ#
in the eyes,
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a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

poco rit.

poco rit.

poco rit.

poco rit.

.œ jœ œ œ
ga zing fed; And

.œ jœ œ œ
ga zing fed; And

.œ jœ œ œ
ga zing fed; And

‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ œ
With ga zing fed;
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.œ jœ ˙
Fan cy dies

.œ jœ œ œ œ œ
Fan cy dies

˙ œ œ œ œ
Fan cy dies

‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ
And Fan cy dies
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13 .œ Jœ œ œ
In the cra dle,

.œ jœ jœ œ jœ
In the cra dle,

.œ Jœ Jœ œ Jœ
In the cra dle,

‰ jœ .œ œ .œ> Jœ
In the cra dle,

.œ Jœ ˙
where it lies.

jœ œ jœ jœ œ jœ
where it lies.

.œ Jœ œ œ
where it lies.

œ œ œ œ
where it lies.

.œ Jœ# œ# œ
Let us all ring

.œ jœ# œ# œ
Let us all ring

‰ jœ œ ‰ jœ œ œ
Let us all

‰ Jœ# œ ‰ Jœ œ œ
Let us all

cresc.

cresc.
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16 .œ Jœ# œ# œ
Fan cy’s knell;

.œ jœ# œ# œ
Fan cy’s knell;

‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ
ring Fan cy’s knell;

‰ Jœ# œ œ œ œ œ
ring Fan cy’s knell;

.œ> Jœn œ œ#
I’ll be gin it—

.œ œn œ œ .œ# jœ
I’ll be gin it— Ding, dong,

‰ œ Jœn ‰ Jœ œ# œ
Ding, dong, ding, dong,

‰ œb Jœ ˙
Ding, dong, bell,
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œ> œ> œ> œ
Ding, dong, bell,

˙ ‰ jœ œn œ
bell, ding, dong,

‰ jœ# œ œ ˙#
ding, dong, bell,

‰ œ Jœ ˙
ding, dong, bell,
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I’ll br gin it—

.œ# œ œ œ .œ jœ
I’ll be gin it— Ding, dong,

‰ œn Jœ ‰ Jœ œ œ
ding, dong, ding, dong,

‰ œ# Jœ ˙n
ding, dong, bell,

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.
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Ding, dong, bell.

.œ jœ œ œ
bell, ding, dong,

‰ jœ# œ œ œ œ
ding, dong, ell,

‰ œ Jœ ‰ œ Jœ
ding, dong, ding, dong,

rit.

rit.

rit.

rit.
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Ding, dong, ding, dong,

œ œ œ œ
ding, dong, ding, dong,

œ œ œ œ
ding, dong, ding, dong,

‰ œ> Jœ. ‰ œ> jœ.
ding, dong, ding, dong,
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22 .œ jœ œ œ
bell,

.œ jœ œ œ
bell,

.œ Jœ œ œ
bell,

‰ jœ œ> Jœ œ Jœ
dong, bell, ding, dong,

‰ œ> jœ. ‰ œ> Jœ.
ding, dong, ding, dong,

œ œ œ# œ
ding, dong, ding, dong,

œ# œ# œ œ
ding, dong, ding, dong,

w
bell,

p ‰ jœ œ> Jœ œ Jœ
dong, bell, ding, dong,

.œ jœ# œ œ#
ding, dong, bell,

.œ# Jœ# œ œ#
ding, dong, bell,

œ .˙
bell,
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25 ˙ Jœ ‰ œ
bell, dong,

œ œn œn œ
ding, dong, ding, dong,

œn œn œ œ
ding, dong, ding, dong,

‰ œn > Jœ. ‰ œ> jœ.
ding, dong, ding, dong,

.œ Jœ œ œ
bell, ding, dong,

.œ Jœ ˙
bell,

.œ Jœ œ œ
bell,

‰ jœ œn > Jœ œ Jœ
dong, bell, ding, dong,
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ding, dong, ding, dong,
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ding, dong, ding, dong,
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ding, dong, ding, dong,
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bell,
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dong, bell, ding, dong,

.œ# jœ œ œ
ding, dong, bell,
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ding, dong, bell,

œ ˙ œ
ding, dong,
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cresc.

˙̂ œ Jœ ‰
bell,

Œ œ> œn œ
ding, dong,
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ding, dong,
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ding, dong,
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bell,
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31 w
bell,

Ó
ḃell,

Ó ˙#
bell,

Ó ˙
bell,

P

P

P

P ˙ ˙

˙ ˙#
w
˙ ˙

.œ jœ œ œ
ding, dong, bell,

.œ jœn œ œ
ding, dong, bell,

.œ jœn œ œ
ding, dong, bell,

‰ œ Jœ ‰ œ Jœ
ding, dong, ding, dong,
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34 .œ jœ œ œ
ding, dong, bell,

.œ jœ .œ jœ
ding, dong, bell,

.œ jœ ˙
ding, dong, bell,

‰ œ Jœ ‰ œ Jœ
ding, dong, ding, dong,

rall. poco a poco

rall. poco a poco

rall. poco a poco

rall. poco a poco

Œ ˙ Jœ ‰
bell,

Œ ˙ jœ ‰
bell,

Œ ˙ Jœ ‰
bell,

Œ ˙ jœ ‰
bell,

p

p

p

p

Œ œ# Jœ ‰ œ
ding, dong,

Œ œ jœ ‰ œ
ding, dong,

Œ œ# Jœ ‰ œn
ding, dong,

Œ œb jœ ‰ œ
ding, dong,

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

Œ .˙
bell.

Œ .˙
bell.

Œ .˙
bell.

Œ .
ḃell.
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Jœ ‰ Œ Ó
jœ ‰ Œ Ó

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

jœ ‰ Œ Ó

7Tell me where is Fancy bred

Novello and Company
(1917)



TERMS OF USE
These editions are available as a service to the choral community, offering inexpensive access to public domain literature.  Choir resources can purchase other 
literature still under copyright, especially to support those creating and publishing new compositions and arrangements.  These editions have been created 
using public domain sources under U. S. copyright law.  Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:
     please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.
     please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If performed, sending a copy of the concert program would be a valuable affirmation.  If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate 
professional courtesies and a copy of the recording would be greatly appreciated!

For a full description of these requests and more scores, visit:
     www.shorchor.net


