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William  Webster  Pearson (1839-1913)  was  born  at  Bishop 
Auckland,  Durham,  England.   He  was  a  chorister  of  York 
Minster,  but  was  mainly  a  self-taught  musician.   He  served  as 
organist  and  choirmaster  of  Elmhurst  Parish  Church,  Norfolk; 
was  violinist  with  a  quintet  at  East  Dereham;  taught  violin  at 
Norfolk County School, Dereham; served as master of music and 
art  at  Watts’ Naval  College,  North  Elmham;  was  conductor  of 
numerous bands;  and a  teacher  of  violin,  organ,  and piano.   He 
invented a system of sight-singing called “Substitution of Pitch” 
or  “Staff  Tonic  Sol-Fa”  and  developed  a  staff  modulator  to  aid 
the learning of sight-singing.  His compositions include anthems, 
organ  works,  piano  pieces,  songs,  dance  music,  a  cantata  for 
female voices, and part songs.  A number of his part songs were 
very popular.  He was also a skilled amateur artist, painting in oil 
and watercolor.  He died at South Walsham, Norfolk.



River, river, little river! 
Bright you sparkle on your way; 
O’er the yellow pebbles dancing, 
Through the flowers and foliage glancing, 
Like a child at play. 

River, river! swelling river! 
On you rush through rough and smooth; 
Louder, faster, brawling, leaping, 
Over rocks, by rose-banks, sweeping
Like impetuous youth. 

River, river! brimming river! 
Broad and deep, and still as Time; 
Seeming still, yet still in motion, 
Tending onward to the ocean, 
Just like mortal prime. 

River, river! Rapid river,
Swifter now you slip away;
Gliding smoothly, as an arrow,
Through a channel dark and narrow,
Like life’s closing day.

River, river! headlong river! 
Down you dash into the sea,—
Sea that line hath never sounded, 
Sea that sail hath never rounded, 
Like eternity. 

Caroline Ann Bowles (1786-1854)
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