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William  Henry  Montgomery (1810-1886)  was  born  at 
St. George the Martyr, Southwark, London, England.  He 
directed  music  at  Sadler’s  Wells  theatre,  at  Covent 
Gardens,  and  the  Strand  theatre.   He  was  a  long-time 
member  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Musicians.   He  wrote 
“The  Royal  Standard  Tutor  for  the  Harmonium,”  edited 
an  edition  of  “Moores  Irish  Melodies,”  and  was  musical 
editor of the “Young Ladies’ Journal.”  His compositions 
include music for a long series of pantomimes for various 
London theatres,  a significant number of teaching pieces 
for  the  piano,  and  a  large  number  of  dances  and  songs.   
He died in Lambeth, London, England.

There was a jovial beggar, 
He had a wooden leg; 
Lame from the cradle, 
And forced for to beg. 

And a-begging we will go.

Seven years I begged 
For my old master Wild; 
He taught me to beg 
When I was but a child.

I begged for my master 
And got him store of pelf; 
But, Jove now be praised, 
I am begging for myself.

“Words by an old poet (1660)”
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