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Silver, Burdett and Company
(1923)

William Otto Miessner (1880-1967) was born in
Huntingburg, Indiana. He studied at the Cincinnati
Conservatory of Music, in New York, and in Berlin. He
was a composition student of Edgar Stillman Kelley. He
taught music in Boonville and Connersville, Indiana,
where the school band at Connersville High School was
the first public high school band in the United States. He
was the director of the music schools of Milwaukee State
Teachers College and founded the Miessner Institute of
Music in Milwaukee. He later became head of the
Department of Music Education at the University of
Kansas. He was an editor for Silver, Burdett and
Company and president of the Miessner Piano Company
in Milwaukee. He died in Connersville. His compositions
include pedagogical works, piano pieces, songs, and
choral pieces.

It’s “Sweet, good-bye,” when pennants fly
And ships put out to sea;
It’s a loving kiss, and a tear or two
In an eye of brown or an eye of blue: —
And you’ll remember me,
Sweetheart,
And you’ll remember me.

It’s “Friend or foe?” when signals blow
And ships sight ships at sea;
It’s “Clear for action, and man the guns!”
As the battle nears or the battle runs; —
And you’ll remember me,
Sweetheart,
And you’ll remember me.

It’s doom and death, and pause a breath,
When ships go down at sea;
And hate is over and love begins,
And war is cruel whoever wins; —
And you’ll remember me,
Sweetheart,
And you’ll remember me.

Madison Julius Cawein (1865-1914)
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