
There came
three merry men
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(1849-1925)



There came three merry men from south, west, and north,
    Ever more sing the roundelay;
To win the Widow of Wycombe forth,
    And where was the widow might say them nay?

The =irst was a Knight, and from Tynedale he came,
    Ever more sing the roundelay;
And his fathers, I trow, they were men of great fame,
    And where was the widow might say him nay?

The next that came forth, not from Tynedale he hails,
    Merrily sing the roundelay;
He’s a Gentleman born, and his lineage of Wales,
    And where was the widow might say him nay?

Sir David ap Morgan ap Grif=ith ap Hugh,
    Ap Tudor ap Rhice, quoth his roundelay,
She said that one widow for so many was too few,
    And she bade the Welshman wend his way.

But next came a Yeoman, a Yeoman of Kent,
    Jollily singing his roundelay;
He spoke to the widow of living and rent,
    And where was the widow could say him nay?

So the Knight and the Squire were both left in the mire,
    There for to sing their roundelay;
For a Yeoman of Kent, with his yearly rent,
    There never was a widow could say him nay.

from Ivanhoe
Sir Walter Scott (1771-1832)

George Merritt (1849-1926) was born in St. George In The East, London, England, and lived 
his entire life in the East End. He was a Relieving Officer in the district,  working with the 
poor. He was active in John Curwen’s Sol-Fa movement, first participating in a festival when 
he was nine. He worked with the British Sunday School and other choral activities.
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roun de lay,

œb œ œ ˙
roun de lay,

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ
There for to sing their

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ
There for to sing theirœ œ œ œ œ œ
There for to sing theirœb œ œ œ œ œ

There for to sing their

- -

- -
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102 œ œ œb œ Œ
roun de lay;

œ œ œ Œ
roun de lay;

œ œ œ œ œ
roun de lay; For aœ œ œ œ œ
roun de lay; For a

ad lib. grandioso

ad lib. grandioso

∑

∑

œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ
Yeo man of Kent, with hisœ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ
Yeo man of Kent, with his

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ
year ly rent, There

œ œ œ œ œ œ
year ly rent, There

--

--
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- - - -
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105 ∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er was a wid ow couldœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er was a wid ow could

Ó Œ ‰ jœ
There

Ó Œ Œ

œ œ œ Œ
say him nay,œ œ œ Œ
say him nay,

a tempo œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er was a wid ow could

Œ ‰ jœ œ œ œ œ
There nev er was a

∑

Ó Œ ‰ jœ
There

- -

-

- -

- -

>
>

> > >
> > >

> >

>

&

&

V
?

S

A

T

B

108 œ œ œ œ Œ
say him nay,

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
wid ow could say him

Ó Œ ‰ jœ
Thereœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

nev er was a wid ow could

∑

œ œ ˙
nay, could say

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er was a wid ow could

œ œ œ œ œ
say him nay, could

Ó Œ œ
There

˙ œ œ
him nay, There

œ œ œ œ œ
say him nay, Thereœ œ œ œ œ œ
say him nay, There

f

f

f

f

-

- -

- -

> >

> >

> >

> >

> >

> >

> >

> >
> >
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111 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er was a wid ow could

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er was a wid ow could

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er was a wid ow could

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er was a wid ow could

œ œ .œ Jœ
say him nay, There

œ œ .œ jœ
say him nay, there

œ œ .œ Jœ
say him nay, There

œ œ .œ Jœ
say him nay, There

- -

- -

- -

- -
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113 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er was a wid ow could

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er was a wid ow could

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er was a wid ow could

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er was a wid ow could

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

w
say

w
say

w
say

w
say

w
him

w
him

˙ ˙̇
him

˙ ˙
him

w

.˙
nay.

.˙
nay.

..˙̇
nay.

.˙
nay.

- -

- -

- -

- -
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>
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>
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