
Sparkle on,
lovely star!

William McKendrick
(1848?-1902)
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(1900)

Sparkle on, lovely star! 
     Firstborn fair of even! 
Shining on, all alone, 
     Like the eye of heaven. 
Guarding each, guiding all, 
     While thy rays sing as they fall: 
“God is love, peace, and light, 
     Filling day and night,” 

Sparkle on, lovely star! 
     Doing still thy duty, 
Now day fades, twilight shades 
     Fillest thou with thy beauty, 
With thy light clear and calm; 
     Whilst still like a vesper psalm, 
Music falls soft and bright 
     Over us tonight. 

Sparkle on, lovely star! 
     In the cool still even, 
Dimly blue vistas through, 
     Shining on in heaven; 
To our hearts smiling tell 
     All in heaven and earth is well: 
“God is love, peace, and light, 
     Filling day and night.”

Thomas George Cox

William McKendrick (1848?-1902) was born in 
or  near  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Northumberland, 
England.   Little  is  known  of  his  background  or 
training,  but  he  eventually  received  recognition 
as Fellow at John Curwen’s Tonic Sol-fa College 
of Music in London.  He remained teaching there 
until his death in Crouch Hill, London.  He was a 
master  of  the  Tonic  Sol-fa  system  and  his 
part-songs  were  well  received.   His  music, 
published  by  Curwen’s  publishing  house, 
included both traditional and Sol-fa notation.
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