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Sir John Blackwood McEwen (1868-1948) was born in Hawick, Scotland, and studied at the
Royal Academy of Music in London. After returning to Scotland, he was a choirmaster and
teacher at Greenock and Glasgow. He was Professor of Harmony and Composition at the RAM
from 1898 until 1924 and Principal between 1924 and 1936. McEwen was also co-founder the
Society of British Composers in 1905.



And let me the canakin clink;
A soldier’s a man;
A life’s but a span;
Why, then, let a soldier drink.

King Stephen was a worthy peer,
His breeches cost him but a crown,;
He held them sixpence all too dear,
With that he call’d the tailor lown.

He was a wight of high renown,
And thou art but of low degree:

"Tis pride that pulls the country down;
Then take thine auld cloak about thee.

Othello
Act 2, scene 3
William Shakespeare (1564-1616)
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