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Fair these broad meads–these hoary woods are grand;
But we are exiles from our fathers’ land.

Listen to me, as when ye heard our father
Sing long ago the song of other shores–
Listen to me, and then in chorus gather
All your deep voices as ye pull your oars;

Fair these broad meads–these hoary woods are grand;
But we are exiles from our fathers’ land.

 From the lone shieling of the misty island
Mountains divide us, and the waste of seas–
Yet still the blood is strong, the heart is Highland,
And we in dreams behold the Hebrides.

Fair these broad meads–these hoary woods are grand;
But we are exiles from our fathers’ land.

Anon., transl. attr. John Galt (1779–1839)

As  best  as  can  be  determined,  this  piece  was 
composed by:

Rev.  Malcolm  Maclean (1896–1961)  was  born  on 
the  Island  of  Scarp,  Harris,  Scotland.  After 
recovering  from  injuries  suffered  during  WWI,  he 
went  to  Edinburgh  University,  gaining  prizes  for 
Celtic  and  Scottish  Studies  and  for  Church  History, 
then  New  College,  Edinburgh.  He  was  inducted  to 
Applecross,  Ferintosh,  and  Maryburgh,  and  was  a 
chaplain attached to the 33rd British General Hospital 
in  Africa,  Iraq,  Malta  and  Sicily  during  WWII.  He 
was  a  noted  Gaelic  scholar,  fluent  in  both  Scottish 
and  Irish  Gaelic,  and  was  very  active  as  an 
adjudicator  at  Mods  and  music  festivals  in  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  and  had  connection  with  Scottish 
conductor and composer Sir Hugh Roberton.


