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Vincent Music Co.
(1902)

The birds that twitter or sing or howl, 
The ouselcock, and barndoor fowl, 
The nightjar lark, and horned owl 
With the nightingale and vie; 

A contest keen they embarked upon, 
Where a good referee was a sine quâ non, 
But they firmly rejected the dying swan, 
They chose a magpie pie. 

“O judge, sir, which of us sings the best, 
Award first place, don’t mind the rest, 
For each will stand a searching test 
And his finest notes will try.” 

The magpie said, “Are you ready? Go!” 
But each new song was pronounced so-so, 
For he said, there is nobody here, you know, 
To beat the magpie pie. 

So the rooster bold and the shrill peahen, 
The corncrake harsh, the dainty wren, 
With plenty more beyond my ken 
To their former haunts did fly. 

This one reflection kept them calm 
As an anti-suicidal balm, 
’Tis a prejudiced mind that awards the palm 
To a tuneful magpie pie!

Ponsonby  Tottenham  Lucas (1869-1950)  was 
born  in  Rhossili,  Glamorganshire,  Wales.  His 
father,  John  Ponsonby  Lucas,  was  Rector  of 
Rhossili  and  Rural  Dean  of  West  Gower.  He  was 
educated  at  Landovery  College  and  Oxford.  He 
became organist at Yarlet School and taught at the 
Bilton  Grange  Preparatory  School.  He  died  in 
London. He composed church music, a number of 
organ works, songs and a few part-songs.
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