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of sixpence
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(1853-1918)



Bertram Luard-Selby (1853-1918) was born at The Mote, Ightham, 
Kent. He studied organ at the Leipzig Conservatoire and was organist 
at  St.  Barnabas-Marylebone,  Highgate  School,  Salisbury  Cathedral; 
St.  John’s-Torquay,  and  St.  Barnabas-Pimlico.  He  was  appointed 
organist of Rochester Cathedral in 1900, and held the post until 1916, 
when took a post at Bradfield College. He was the musical editor of 
Hymns  Ancient  and  Modern (1904).    He  composed  two  school 
cantatas, chamber music including two piano quintet, a piano quartet, 
three  sonatas  for  violin  and  piano,  and  many  songs  and  part-songs. 
His  church  music  includes  two settings  of  the Magnificat and Nunc 
dimittis, 16  anthems,  and  a  number  of  pieces  for  the  organ.   Other 
works  include  incidental  music,  three  operas,  and  a  one-act  comic 
opera first produced in 1896 as a curtain-raiser for The Mikado.
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Jœ Jœ Jœ Jœ
peck’d, and peck’d, and

Jœ jœ jœ jœ
peck’d, and peck’d, and

Jœ Jœ jœ Jœ
peck’d, and peck’d, and

Jœ Jœ Jœ Jœ#
peck’d, and peck’d, and

œœ œœ œœ œœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ#

-

-

-

-

&

&

V
?

&
?

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # #
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87

Jœ œ œ œ œ
peck’d off her nose,

jœ œ# œ œ
peck’d off her nose,

jœ œ œ œ œ
peck’d off her nose,

Jœ œ œ œ œ
peck’d off her nose,

87 œœ œœ# œ œœ
œœ œœ œ œœ

jœ ‰ jœ ≈ Rœ
peck’d off her

jœ ‰ jœ ≈ rœ
peck’d off her

Jœ ‰ Jœ ≈ rœ
peck’d off her

Jœ ‰ Jœ ≈ Rœ
peck’d off her

jœœ ‰ J
œœ ‰

J
œœœ ‰ J

œœœ ‰

.œ Jœn
nose, And

.œ jœ
nose, And

.œ Jœ
nose, And

.œ Jœ
nose, And

..œœ J
œœnn

...œœœ Jœœ

Jœ Jœ Jœ Jœ
peck’d, and peck’d, and

jœ Jœ jœ jœ
peck’d, and peck’d, and

Jœ œ œ Jœ Jœ
peck’d, and peck’d, and

Jœ Jœn Jœ Jœ
peck’d, and peck’d, and

œœ œœ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ œœ œn œ œ
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91 Jœ Jœ Jœ œ œ
peck’d, and peck’d off her

jœa jœ jœ œ œ
peck’d, and peck’d off her

Jœ Jœ jœ œ œ
peck’d, and peck’d off her

Jœ Jœ# Jœ œ# œ
peck’d, and peck’d off her

91 œœ œœ œœ œœ
œ jœ J

œœœ#œ œ# œ

œ ≈ rœ œ œ
nose, peck’d off her

œ ≈ rœ œ œ
nose, peck’d off her

œ ≈ Rœ œ œ
nose, peck’d off her

œ ≈
rœ œ œ

nose, peck’d off her
Rœ œ œ

œœœ
œœœ œœœ

.œ jœ
nose, peck’d

.œ Jœ

.œ jœ
nose, peck’d

.œ# Jœ
nose, peck’d.œn jœ
nose, peck’d

.œ Jœ

œœœ
œœœœ#n œœœ

&

&

V
?

&
?

# # #

# # #
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94 ˙
off

˙

ȯff

˙n
off˙
off

˙

94

J
œœœœ ‰ Œ

J
œœœ ‰ Œ

œ ‰U Jœ
her

œ

œ ‰U jœ
her

œ ‰U Jœ
herœ ‰U Jœ
her

œ

J
œœœœ ‰ ‰U ‰

J
œœœœ ‰ Œ

˙
nose!

˙
nose!

˙
nose!

˙
nose!

œœ ..œœ œœ
œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

jœ ‰ Œ
jœ ‰ Œ
jœ ‰ Œ

Jœ ‰ Œ

jœœ ..œœ
œœœ œœœ œœœœn œœœœ
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98 œœœn ..œœ œœn
œœœœn œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

jœœn œœ jœœ
œœœn œœœ œœœ œœœ

œœ œœ œœn œœ
œœ œœ œœ œœn

œœ œœ œœ# œœ
œœ œœ œœ œœœ

jœœ ‰ jœœœœ ‰

J
œœœ ‰ jœœ ‰

J
œœœœ ‰ Œ

jœœ
‰ Œ

15Sing a song of sixpence

Sing a song of sixpence,
A pocket full of rye.
Four and twenty blackbirds
Baked in a pie.
When the pie was opened
The birds began to sing;
Was not that a dainty dish
To set before the king?

The King was in his counting house,
Counting out his money;
The Queen was in the parlour,
Eating bread and honey.
The Maid was in the garden,
Hanging out the clothes,
Down came a blackbird
And pecked off her nose!

J. Curwen & Sons
(1886)
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