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How Happy Jlow We've Iet!

William M. Xonghurst
(1819-1904)



William Henry Longhurst (1819-1904) was born at Lambeth, London, England, the son
of an organ-builder. Moving to Canterbury at age 2, he became a chorister at Canterbury
Cathedral at age nine. He studied organ with the Cathedral organists and at age seventeen
was appointed under-master of the choristers, assistant-organist, and lay clerk. He later
became organist at the Cathedral and received the fellowship diploma of the College of
Organists. The Archbishop of Canterbury conferred to him a Doc.Mus. He retired in 1898
after seventy years of service to the Cathedral. He was granted his full stipend and use of
his house in recognition of his service. He died at Harbledown, Canterbury, England. His
compositions are almost exclusively church music including an oratorio, a cantata, a
morning and evening service, anthems, hymn tunes, chants, and short services. His works
also include a work for violin and piano, songs, and a few part-songs.

How happy now we’ve met,
Our moments pass so sweetly,
We never know regret,

While time rolls on so fleetly;

Bid care and sorrow fly,

And smiling joy come hither,
Why should we heave a sigh?
When thus we’re met together.

How happy now we’ve met,
Our moments pass so sweetly,
We never know regret,

While time rolls on so fleetly;

Before we part tonight,

With feelings light as feather,
May friendship’s pure delight
Bind all our hearts together;

The welcome hours of joy,
From these we ne’er will sever,
But free from care’s alloy

Join hands and hearts for ever.
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