A Sunny Shatt
Did I Behold

Charles Qarford Lloyd
(1849-1919)



Charles Harford Lloyd (1849-1919) was born in Gloucestershire and studied at
Magdalen Hall, Oxford. While there, he, along with his friend Hubert Parry, founded
the Oxford Musical Club. He was the club’s first president. He was appointed organist
at Gloucester in 1876 and at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford, in 1882. In 1892, he
became a music teacher at Eton College. Upon his retirement in 1914, he was
appointed organist at the Chapel Royal. His choral compositions are mostly anthems
and part-songs but he did write a number of cantatas, odes, and instrumental works.

A Sunny shaft did I behold,

From sky to earth it slanted:

And poised therein a bird so bold—
Sweet bird, thou wert enchanted!

He sank, he rose, he twinkled, he trolled
Within that shaft of sunny mist;

His eyes of fire, his beak of gold,

All else of amethyst!

And thus he sang: ‘Adieu! adieu!
Love’s dreams prove seldom true.
The blossoms they make no delay:
The sparkling dew-drops will not stay.
Sweet month of May,

We must away;

Far, far away!

To-day! to-day!’

Zapolya: A Christmas Tale (1816)
Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834)
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Novello, Ewer and Co.
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