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Silver, Burdett and Company
(1923)

Margaret Ruthven Lang (1867-1972) was born in Boston,
Massachusetts to a family that was part of the Boston musical
aristocracy where famous musicians were frequent guests.
Richard Wagner’s children were her playmates. She received
lessons in harmony, counterpoint, and orchestration, then went to
Munich to study violin and counterpoint. But she was denied
entrance into the Royal Conservatory of Music as a female. She
returned to Boston and continued studies in orchestration and
composition. She became a successful and productive composer
and her works were often performed in Boston concert halls. In
1893, the Boston Symphony Orchestra premiered her Dramatic
Overture, Op. 12, the first composition by a woman to be
performed by a major American symphony orchestra. After she
stopped composing, she was devoted to religious work, attending
the Episcopal Church of the Advent in Boston. She was
subscriber to the Boston Symphony Orchestra for a record 91
consecutive years. In 1967, the orchestra performed a concert in
honor of her 100th birthday. In her honor, they installed a plaque
on her seat, 1st Balcony, Right, B.

With the coming of the
showers,

When the wintry days
are o’er,
Blossom forth the sweet
spring flowers

Where the snowdrifts
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