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Taintor Brothers
(1874)

Howard Kingsbury (1842–1878) was born in New York City,  New York,  and graduated 
from Yale University. He became an ordained minister, serving at the Second Presbyterian 
Church, Newark, Ohio, and later at the Village Church in Amherst, Massachusetts. He died 
in  Amherst.  He  wrote  many  hymns,  and  wrote  part  songs  for  singing  schools  and  
conventions. Some of his songs were recognized by the Sol-Fa movement and republished 
by John Curwen’s company in England in both traditional and sol-fa notation.
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Now the dance closes,—
Baskets of roses,
Woven in posies,
    Gayly they twine.
Goblets are clashing,
Amber lights flashing,
Young lovers dashing
    Beauty in wine.

All now is over,—
White mantles hover,
Each with a lover,
    Back to the town.
None of them misses
Sweetest of blisses,
Dewy wet kisses,—
    That is love’s crown.

James Gates Percival (1795–1856)

Music and dances,
Smiles and bright glances,
Love’s happy chances,
   All are at play.
Youths with gay sashes,
Girls with calashes,
Quick as light flashes,
   Foot it away.

Viols are tinkling,
Light feet are twinkling,
Snowy veils crinkling,
   Round as they go.
Soft voices prattle,
Castanets rattle,
Love’s mimic battle
    Mingles them so.


