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Ah! native music! beyond comparing
The sweetest far on the ear that falls,
Thy gentle numbers the heart remembers,
 Thy strains enchain us in tender thralls.
    Thy tones endearing,
    Or sad or cheering,
The absent soothe on a foreign strand:
    Oh! who can tell
    What a holy spell
Is in the song of our native land?

The proud and lowly, the pilgrim holy,
The lover, kneeling at beauty's shrine,
The bard who dreams by the haunted streams,—
All, all are touch’d by thy power divine!
    The captive cheerless,
    The soldier fearless;
The mother,—taught by Nature’s hand,
    Her child when weeping,
    Will lull to sleeping,
With some sweet song of her native land!

Samuel Lover (1797-1868)

Victor  Herbert (1859-1924)  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland. 
After  his  father  died,  his  mother  married  a  German 
physician,  and  the  family  moved to  Stuttgart,  Germany.  He 
studied  cello,  attended  the  the  Stuttgart  Conservatory,  and 
played  in  several  orchestras.  He  moved  to  New  York  and 
became  principal  cellist  for  the  Metropolitan  Opera 
orchestra.  He  also  played  in  the  New  York  String  Quartet, 
served  as  conductor  of  summer  concerts  and  festivals,  and 
joined the faculty of the National Conservatory of Music. He 
later  became  conductor  of  the  Pittsburgh  Symphony 
Orchestra and founded the Victor Herbert Orchestra. He was 
active as a composer and became best known for his highly 
successful  operettas.  He championed composers’ rights  and 
was  instrumental  in  advocating  for  the  passage  of  the 
American  copyright  law  of  1909.  With  John  Philip  Sousa 
and  Irving  Berlin,  he  co-founded  the  American  Society  of 
Composers,  Authors,  and  Publishers.  His  compositions 
include  operas,  operettas,  orchestral  music,  cantatas, 
chamber music, piano pieces, songs and choral pieces.
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