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Tread lightly, she is near
Under the snow,
Speak gently, she can hear
The daisies grow.

All her bright golden hair
Tarnished with rust,
She that was young and fair
Fallen to dust.

Peace, Peace, she cannot hear
Lyre or sonnet,
All my life’s buried here,
Heap earth upon it.

Coffin-board, heavy stone,
Lie on her breast.
I vex my heart alone,
She is at rest.

Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)
(The musical setting omits one stanza and alters the order of stanzas.)

Joseph Henius (1877-1912) was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut, according to 
his death notice, although other records indicate his birthplace as New York. He 
lived  in  New  York  and  was  a  student  of  Antonín  Dvořák  at  the  National 
Conservatory of Music. He became a successful teacher, pianist, and composer, 
holding positions at New York University, the Institute of Musical Art in New 
York.  He  established  the  Henius  Studios  in  New  York,  organized  the  Joseph 
Henius Club of American Music, and was a frequent lecturer. His compositions 
include  chamber  works,  piano  pieces,  and  songs.  He  also  edited  a  book  of 
humor, Sketches  of  lowly  life  in  a  great  city (1899),  drawn and written  by  his 
father-in-law Michael Angelo Woolf (1837-1899).
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