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Jack Frost set out on a Journey
     From regions across the sea,
And he never stayed, or his step, delayed,
     A traveller swift was he.

He startled the scented zephyr,
     And frightened the purling brook;
Straight ahead he went, On his work intent,
     And grim was his every look.

          Jack Frost set out on a journey
          From regions across the sea,
          And he never stayed, or his steps delayed,
          A traveller swift was he.

Jack Frost was really good natured,
     Though looking so cold and grim,
And none ever yet, a traveller met
     Who’d enter Love’s lists with him!

He answered to wishes unspoken
     And covered the streams with ice,
Till each youth and maid of every grade
     Vowed deep that his ways were nice.

Jack Frost soon ended his sojourn,
     And flew to a far-off land; 
But his stay, though short, together had brought
     Full many a warm young hand!

And maidens and youths now wonder
     How hearts are so quickly lost? 
And Echo replies, “The secret all lies
     With one, and his name’s Jack Frost.”

attr. Edward Oxenford
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Ladywood. He graduated from Cambridge University in 1863 
and became conductor of the Walsall Philharmonic Society in 
1887.   Gaul  spent  much  of  his  professional  life  in 
Birmingham,  where  he  was  Master  of  Music  at  St. 
Augustine’s Church, Edgbaston. He also taught harmony and 
counterpoint at the Birmingham and Midland Institute and the 
King  Edward  VI  High  School  for  Girls.  Gaul  wrote  a  large 
quantity  of  oratorios,  cantatas,  hymn  tunes,  chants,  part 
songs, and pianoforte pieces. One of his most enduring works 
is his cantata The Holy City (1882).


