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Maxwelton’s braes are bonnie,
Where early fa’s the dew,
’Twas there that Annie Laurie
Gi’ed me her promise true.
Gi’ed me her promise true -
Which ne’er forgot will be,
And for bonnie Annie Laurie
I’d lay me down and dee.

Her brow is like the snaw-drift,
Her neck is like the swan,
Her face it is the fairest,
That e’er the sun shone on.
That e’er the sun shone on—
And dark blue is her e’e,
And for bonnie Annie Laurie
I’d lay me down and dee.

Like dew on gowans lying,
Is the fa’ o’ her fairy feet,
And like winds, in simmer sighing,
Her voice is low and sweet.
Her voice is low and sweet—
And she’s a’ the world to me;
And for bonnie Annie Laurie
I’d lay me down and dee.

Lady John Scott (1810–1900)
based on poem by William Douglas (1672?–1748)

braes = sloping bank of a river or sea-shore
bonnie = pretty
fa’s = falls
gi’ed = gave
dee = die
snaw = snow
e’e = eye
gowans = daisies
o’ = of
simmer = summer
a’ = all
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F. Pitman
(n.d., 186?)

Thomas  Crampton (1817–1885)  was  born  in  Sheerness,  Kent,  England.  
He  became  known  as  an  organist,  composer,  and  music  expert.  He  was  
editor of Pitman’s Musical Monthly and was appointed purchaser of music 
for  the  British  Museum.  He  composed  instrumental  music,  anthems,  glees  
and  part-songs.  A special  passion  was  writing  music  for  children.  He  was  
musical  editor  of  the  Boston  periodical  Our  little  ones  and  the  nursery, 
although he never visited the United States. He died in Chiswick, England.
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