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Louis Adolphe Coerne (1870-1922) was born in Newark, New Jersey. He studied
under John Knowles Paine at Harvard University and under Rheinberger at the
Stuttgart Conservatory, Germany. He taught at Smith College, Harvard, and
Connecticut College. He wrote pedagogical pieces for piano, and his compositions
include orchestral works, operas, cantatas and anthems. His opera Zenobia
premiered in Bremen, Germany, and was the first opera by an American composer
to be performed in Germany. He died in Boston, Massachusetts.
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Oliver Ditson Co.
(1920)

Far out in the night,
On the wavering sight
I see a dark hull loom;
And its light on high,
Like a Cyclops’ eye,
Shines out through the mist and gloom.

Now the winds well up
From the earth’s deep cup,
And fall on the sea and shore,
And against the pier
The waters rear
And break with a sullen roar.

Up comes the gale,
And the mist-wrought veil
Gives way to the lightning’s glare,
And the cloud-drifts fall,
A sombre pall,
O’er water, earth, and air.

The storm king flies,
His whip he plies
And bellows down the wind.
The lightning rash
With blinding flash
Comes swiftly on behind.

Rise, waters, rise,
And taunt the skies

With your swift-flitting form.
Sweep, wild winds, sweep,
And tear the deep

To atoms in the storm.

And the waters leapt,
And the wild winds swept,
And blew out the moon in the sky,
And I laughed with glee,
It was joy to me
As the storm went raging by!

Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872-1906)
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