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The skylark
J. A. Butterfield
(1837-1891)



&
&
?

?

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # #

S

A

T

B

13

œ jœ Jœ
O to a

œ jœ jœ
O to aœ Jœ Jœ
O to aœ Jœ jœ
O to a

œ jœ Jœ
bide in the

œ jœ jœ
bide in theœ Jœ Jœ
bide in the

œ jœ Jœ
bide in the

œ Jœ Jœ
des ert with

œ jœ jœ
des ert withœ Jœ Jœ
des ert with

œ Jœ Jœ
des ert with

˙
thee!

jœ jœ jœ jœ
thee! Then sing, sweet˙
thee!

˙
thee!

˙
O

œ jœ jœ
Bird of theœ Jœ Jœ
Bird of theœ Jœ Jœ
Bird of the

˙
tojœ jœ œ
wil der ness,

Jœ Jœ œ
wil der ness,

Jœ Jœ œ
wil der ness,

- -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

&
&
?

?

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # #

S

A

T

B

19

ȧ

œ jœ Jœ
Em blem of

œ Jœ Jœ
Em blem of

œ Jœ Jœ
Em blem of

˙
bide

Jœ jœ œ
hap pi ness,

Jœ Jœ œ
hap pi ness,

Jœ Jœ œ
hap pi ness,
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ṫhee!˙
thee!

˙
thee!

˙

˙
˙

˙

-

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

3The skylark

Filmore Bros.
(1879)



James  Austin  Butterfield (1837-1891)  was  born  in  
Hertfordshire,  England.  His  father,  a  cellist,  made  him  a  tiny  
8-inch  violin  and  taught  him  to  play.  By  age  4,  he  could  play  
plain  psalmody  by  sight  and,  at  age  6,  played  in  the  chapel  
orchestra  with  his  father.  He  soon  started  playing  in  the  local  
Harmonic Society. Although efforts were made to have him be a 
chorister at Westminster Abbey, his parents would not consent. 
He  continued  to  study  violin  and  voice  and  became  deputy  
leader of the Harmonic Society. His parents did not want him to 
pursue  music  as  a  profession,  so  he  emigrated  to  the  United  
States  by  himself  in  1856.   He  lived  in  Chicago  and  taught  
violin and singing schools in the region. He went to Florida and 
established the Tampa Musical Academy. At the outbreak of the 
Civil War, he relocated to Indianapolis, Indiana, and established 
the  monthly  music  Journal  “The Musical  Visitor.”  He returned 
to  Chicago  and  taught  voice  and  harmony,  held  musical  
conventions, directed the Centenary Methodist Episcopal Choir, 
and  conducted  the  Chicago  Mendelssohn  Society.  In  1880  he  
went  to  Norwich,  Connecticut,  as  director  of  the  Norwich  
School  of  Vocal  Art.  He  returned  to  Chicago  to  his  previous  
position at  Centenary Church in 1888.  He was also the second 
president of the Music Teachers National Association.  He died 
in  Chicago.  He  composed  anthems,  piano  pieces,  some  
unpublished orchestral  works,  a  number of comic operas,  song 
books  for  conventions  and  singing  schools,  and  many  songs.  
His best-known composition is “When You and I Were Young, 
Maggie,” first published in 1866 (lyrics by George W. Johnson).

    Bird of the wilderness,
    Blythesome and cumberless,
Sweet be thy matin o’er moorland and lea!
    Emblem of happiness,
    Blest is thy dwelling-place—
O to abide in the desert with thee!

     Then, when the gloaming comes,
     Low in the heather blooms,
Sweet will thy welcome and bed of love be!
     Emblem of happiness,
     Blest is thy dwelling-place—
O to abide in the desert with thee!

James Hogg (1770-1835)

TERMS OF USE
These editions are available as a service to the choral community, offering inexpensive access to public domain 
literature.  Choir resources can purchase other literature still under copyright, especially to support those creating 
and publishing new compositions and arrangements.  These editions have been created using public domain sources 
under U. S. copyright law.  Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:
     please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.
     please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate professional courtesies.

For a full description of these requests and more scores, visit:
     www.shorchor.net


