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Edward Bunnett (1834-1923) was born at

Shipdham. Norfolk, England. He trained as a
chorister at Norwich Cathedral and became
assistant to Zechariah Buck at the Cathedral. He
graduated from Cambridge. He was organist of
St. Peter’s, Mancroft, then appointed Borough
Organist, serving for many years. He was
conductor of the Norwich Musical Union and
organist of the Norwich Musical Festivals. He
was active as recitalist and lecturer. His
compositions include a De Profundis, services,
anthems, cantatas, a comedietta, Piano pieces,
organ pieces, and part-songs. He celebrated his
musical jubilee, April 18, 1890, when he was
presented by the Mayor with “an address and
handsome testimonial from his fellow citizens.”

Behold! the moon now gently rises,
Filling with splendour the realms on high;
She with the dark earth sympathises,
Yields it her glory from out the sky!

Where was but gloom her beams are glowing,
Welcome, O welcome, this gift of light;

Let it be with us till morn is showing,
Gracious and beautiful orb of night!

Shine on, O shine on,
Thy fair lustre bestowing,
Gracious and beautiful orb of the night!

Upon the sea where ships are sailing,
Over the mountains and vales between,
Darkness no longer lies prevailing,
Potent the sway of her silvery sheen!

Lit are the streams to the ocean flowing,
Set are the wanderer’s feet aright,
Manifold blessings to thee are owing,
Gracious and beautiful orb of night!

Edward Oxenford
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