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Edward  Bunnett (1834–1923)  was  born  at  Shipdham.  Norfolk,  England.  He  trained  as  a 
chorister  at  Norwich  Cathedral  and  became  assistant  to  Zechariah  Buck  at  the  Cathedral.  He 
graduated from Cambridge.  He was organist  of  St.  Peter’s,  Mancroft,  then appointed Borough 
Organist, serving for many years. He was conductor of the Norwich Musical Union and organist 
of  the  Norwich  Musical  Festivals.  He  was  active  as  recitalist  and  lecturer.  His  compositions 
include  a De Profundis,  services,  anthems,  cantatas,  a  comedietta,  Piano  pieces,  organ  pieces, 
and part-songs. He celebrated his musical jubilee, April 18, 1890, when he was presented by the 
Mayor with “an address and handsome testimonial from his fellow citizens.”
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O’er the silv’ry waters 
     Let us gently row, 
Where the lilies, white and gold, 
     In their glory grow! 
Whilst ’tis early morning, 
     And the dewdrops gleam. 
O, ’tis sweet to float along, 
     Singing o’er the stream! 

Sing the boat-song, hey! 
Sing the boat-song, ho! 
As o’er the silv’ry waters’ breast 
We blithely onward row! 

O’er the silv’ry waters, 
     Now the beams of day 
Sink within the distant west, 
     Let us take our way. 
From the leafy woodlands, 
     From the dusky vales, 
Joining us with peerless voice, 
     Trill the nightingales! 


