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Oliver Ditson Co. ) )
(1904) Hoist the sail and let’s away!

William Edward Broome (1868-1932) was born in
Manchester, England, grew up in Wales, and earned a
diploma at the Royal Academy of Music. He went to
the U.S.A. to conduct the Penryhn Male Chorus at the
1893 Chicago Exposition and accepted a position as
organist-choirmaster at the First Presbyterian Church
in Brockville, Ontario, Canada. Remaining in Canada,
he graduated from Trinity College, Toronto. He served
as organist-choirmaster at Douglas Methodist Church,
Montreal; Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto; and
Knox United Church, Calgary. He taught voice and
choral methods and was founder and director of the
Toronto Oratorio Society. He died in Toronto.
Approximately 100 of his works, primarily for church,
were published. His compositions won eight first
prizes at the Welsh Eisteddfods.

A freshening wind is blowing,
Hoist the sail! from out the bay
The tide is swiftly flowing.

For us no ease, across the seas,

Our bark must soon be speeding,

Though high the waves and strong the breeze,
To them we give no heeding.

On the waters dark and drear,
Jesu, Saviour, Thou art near,
With our ship where’er we roam,
As with loving friends at home,
Safely from the boisterous main,
Bring us back to port again.

In our haven we shall be,

Jesu, if we have but Thee.

Hoist the sail and let’s away!
The last farewells are spoken,
Hoist the sail! for us today,
Shall no fond hearts be broken.

A parting cheer from off the pier
No foolish sighs or pleading,

All know full well to steer or sail,
Our hands no skill are needing.

Edward Oxenford (1846-1929)
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