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Sir Henry Rowley Bishop (1786-1855) was born in London, son of a watchmaker and haberdasher.  He 
left full-time education at age 13 to work as a music-publisher with his cousin.  He trained as a jockey 
and took lessons in harmony.  Bishop worked for all the major theatres of London in his era and was 
one of the original directors of the Philharmonic Society.  He was Professor of Music in the University 
of Edinburgh and at the University of Oxford.  He composed or arranged around 120 dramatic works, 
including  80  operas,  light  operas,  cantatas,  and  ballets.   His  opera  “Clari,”  with  a  libretto  by  the 
American  John  Howard  Payne,  included  the  song  Home!  Sweet  Home!,  which  became  enormously 
popular.  It was popular in the United States throughout the American Civil War and after.   His second 
wife, singer Ann Rivière, sang in every continent and was the most widely travelled opera singer of the 
19th century.  He had a plentiful income during his lifetime but died in poverty in London.

O’er desert plains, and rushy meres,
And wither’d heaths I rove;
Where tree, nor spire, nor cot, appears,
I pass to meet my love.

But, though my path were damask’d o’er
With beauties e’er so ]ine,
My busy thoughts would ]ly before,
To ]ix alone-on thine.

No ]ir-crown’d hills could give delight,
No palace please mine eye;
No pyramid’s aerial height,
Where mould’ring monarchs lie.

Unmoved, should Eastern kings advance,
Could I the pageant see:
Splendour might catch one scornful glance,
Nor steal one thought from thee.

William Shenstone (1714-1763)
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 To $ix on thine, Ro
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$ix a lone on thine, Ro
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ër ial height,  Where

.œ jœ œ œ œn
ër ial height,  Where

.œn jœ œ œ œ
mid’s a ër ial

Œ ‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ
 Wheremould ’ring

.œ œ .œ œ œU œ œ
mould ’ring mon archs lie. Ro

.œ œn .œ œ œ
U

œ œn
mould ’ring mon archs lie. Roœ Œ ŒU œ
height, Ro

œ œ œU œ
mon archs lie. Ro

π

π

π

π

œ .œ œ œ Œ
nil da.

œ .œb œ œ Œ
nil da.

œ .œn œ œ Œ
nil da.

˙ œ œ
nil da.   Un

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - -

- - - - -

&

&

V
?

bbb

bbb

bbb

bbb

S

A

T

B

25 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
  Un mov’d, should East ern
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 Splen dour might catch one
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steal one thought from thee. Ro

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
steal one thought from Ro
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