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Edward  Bailey  Birge (1868-1952)  was  born  in  Northhampton, 
Massachusetts, into a musical family.  His father conducted the band and 
chorus of the Florence Musical Association and his mother was a concert 
pianist.  He studied violin and piano at an early age and, in high school, 
directed  a  glee  club.   He  attended  Brown  University,  directing  an 
orchestra and glee club, as well as teaching high school.  He taught in the 
public  schools  and  later  in  a  normal  school  in  New  England,  then  was 
appointed director of music in the public school of Indianapolis, Indiana.  
He  served  on  the  faculty  of  Indiana  University  as  Head  of  the  Public 
School  Music  Department  and  Director  of  the  University  Chorus.   He 
was also organist and choirmaster of Trinity Episcopal Church.  He was 
superintendent  of  the  American  Institute  of  Normal  Methods  and  a 
founding member of the Music Supervisors National Conference, which 
later  became  the  Music  Educators  National  Conference  (MENC).   He 
composed  a  concert-overture,  a  children’s  cantata,  school-music,  and  a 
children’s  song series.   He authored the first  history of  American music 
education.

The ways are green with the gladdening sheen
    Of the young year’s fairest daughter.
O, the shadows that fleet o’er the springing wheat!
    O, the magic of running water!
The spirit of spring is in every thing,
    The banners of spring are streaming,
We march to a tune from the fifes of June,
    And life’s a dream worth dreaming.

What Nature has writ with her lusty wit
    Is worded so wisely and kindly
That whoever has dipped in her manuscript
    Must up and follow her blindly.
Now the summer prime is her blithest rhyme
    In the being and the seeming,
And they that have heard the overword
    Know life’s a dream worth dreaming.

William Ernest Henley (1849-1903)
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