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Gibe me the lusty winter time

Wm. T. Belcher [1827-1905)
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Give me the lusty Winter time,
When storm and cloud sweep by,
And winds ring out their midnight chime
In the belfry of the sky;
Though burly,
And surly,
And ominous, and drear,
It sets the old hearth blazing,
And brings the best o’ cheer.

Let snowflakes tuft the frozen ground,
Or cap the distant hill,
And stream and torrent both be bound
By Winter’s iron will;
Though freezing
And teasing
To those whom he comes near,
He kindles warmth in ev’ry heart,
And brings the best o’ cheer.
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If days are short, the nights are long;
Then why should we complain?
Since night brings round the merry song
And merrier refrain;
All joining,
Combining
To dry the passing tear—
Ah! Winter is a pleasant time
And brings the best o’ cheer.

Then, give me jovial Winter, boys,
And warm souls all around,
To share the rich and tranquil joys
That in its region are found.
Friends meeting,
Hearts beating
In love and truth sincere—
Oh! Winter is a jovial time,
And brings the best o’ cheer.

George Linnaus Banks (18211881)
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