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(1890)

The midges dance aboon the burn;
   The dews begin to fa’;
The pairtricks down the rushy holm
   Set up their e’ening ca’.
Now loud an’ clear the blackbird’s sang
   Rings through the briery shaw,
While, flitting gay, the swallows play
   Around the castle wa’.

Beneath the golden gloamin’ sky
   The mavis mends her lay;
The Redbreast pours his sweetest strains
   To charm the lingering day;
While weary yeldrins seem to wail
   Their little nestlings torn,
The merry wren, frae den to den,
   Gaes jinking through the thorn.

The roses fauld their silken leaves,
   The foxglove shuts its bell;
The honeysuckle and the birk
   Spread fragrance through the dell.
Let others crowd the giddy court
   Of mirth and revelry,
The simple joys that nature yields
   Are dearer far to me.

Robert Tannahill (1774–1810)

David  Baptie (1822-1906)  was  born  in 
Edinburgh,  Scotland.  He  was  self-taught  in 
music.  He  was  Editor  of  Harmonium  Tune 
Book,  the  Harmonium  Chant  Book,  The 
Scottish  Book  of  Praise,  the  Union  Song 
Garland,  and  Werner's  Hymn  Book.  He  was 
Author  of  “A  Handbook  of  Musical 
Biography”,  “Musicians  of  All  Times”, 
“Musical  Scotland”,  “A concise  dictionary  of 
Musical  Biography”,  and  “Sketches  of  the 
English  Glee  Composers”.  His  largest  work 
was “Descriptive Catalogue”, a compilation of 
23,000  secular  part-songs,  glees,  madrigals, 
trios,  quartets,  etc.  His  compositions  include 
many  anthems,  hymns,  songs,  and  and 
part-songs. He died in Glasgow. 



TERMS OF USE
These editions are available as a service to the choral community, offering inexpensive access to public domain 
literature.  Choir resources can purchase other literature still under copyright, especially to support those creating and 
publishing new compositions and arrangements.  These editions have been created using public domain sources under 
U. S. copyright law.  Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:
     please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.
     please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate professional courtesies.

For a full description of these requests and more scores, visit:
     www.shorchor.net


