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The fairies were tripping last night on the green,
(Sing hey! But the day of the fairies is over.)
Their dainty small footprints this morn can be seen,
Sing hey! the bonny may and the sweet blossom’d clover!

Sing hey! sing lack-a-day, for our loves ever ranging,
Sing hey! sing lack-a-day, for beliefs ever changing,
But never can the day of the fairies be over,
While blooms the bonny may and the sweet blossom’d clover.

Last night the south wind brought a whisper of Spring,
(Sing hey! But the day of the fairies is over.)
How the wee folk rejoiced as they danced in a ring! 
Sing hey! the bonny may and the sweet blossom’d clover!

Though we of their singing wist never a word, 
(Sing hey! But the day of the fairies is over.)
The primroses listened, the violets heard!
Sing hey! the bonny may and the sweet blossom’d clover!

At the sound of their calling so silver and clear,
(Sing hey! But the day of the fairies is over.)
The cowslips cried “Coming!” The bluebells rang “Here!”
Sing hey! the bonny may and the sweet blossom’d clover!

A. J. A. Wilson



&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

86

86

86

86

S

A

T

B

‰
jœ

The

‰

‰

Quick

F leggiero

.˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ
fair ies were trip ping last

∑

∑

Bouche fermée (humming)

p .œ œ ‰

œ œ œ œ ‰
night on the green,

Œ . Œ jœ
(Sing

∑

Slow

F

.œ œ ‰
Ah!

.œ œ ‰
Ah!

.œb œ œn œ œ œ œ
hey! but the day of the

∑

π

π
- -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

4 .œ œU ‰
Ah!

.œ œ
U jœ

Ah! Their

œb œ œ œ œU ‰
fair ies is o ver.)

∑U

Quick

F leggiero

.˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ
dain ty small foot prints this

∑

∑

p .œ œ jœ
Sing

œ œ œ œ
jœ

morn can be seen, Sing

Œ . Œ Jœ
Sing

Œ . Œ Jœ
Sing

Slightly slower
poco f

poco f

poco f

poco f

- -

- -

The fairies were tripping

E. Douglas Tayler

Edition and “engraving” © 2014 SHORCHOR™.  May be freely distributed, duplicated, performed and recorded under the TERMS OF USE 
described elsewhere in this publication.  This edition is not a source for a secondary edition.



&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

7 .œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
hey! the bon ny may and the

.œ œ ‰
hey!

.œ œ ‰
hey!.œ œ ‰
hey!

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

œ œ œ œ Jœ jœU
sweet blos som’d clo ver!

˙ jœU

œ œ œ œU

.œ œU

rall.

rall.

rall.

rall.

(hum)

(hum)

(hum)

- - -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

jœU
Sing

jœU
Sing

jœU
Sing

JœU
Sing

f

f

f

f

.jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for our

.jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for our

jœ œb > œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for our

.œ Jœ œ œ
hey! for our

Quick p

p

p

F

F

F

F

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

œ œ œ œ œ Jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

f

f

f

f

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

11 .jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for be

.jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for be

Jœ œb > œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for be

.œ Jœ œ œ
hey! for be

p

p

p

F

F

F

F

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

œ œ œ œ œ Jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

f

f

f

f

.œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er can the day of the

.œ œ œ# œ œ œn œ
nev er can the day of the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er can the day of the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er can the day of the

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - -

4 The fairies were tripping



&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

14 œ œ œ œ œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, While

œ œ œ# œ œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, While

œ# œ œ œn œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, Whileœ œ œ œ œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, While

Poco lentorall.

rall.

rall.

rall.

.œ œ œ
- œ- JœU œ. œ.

blooms the bon ny may and the

œ œ œ- œ- jœU
œ. œ.

blooms the bon ny may and the

.œ œ œ- œ- JœU œ. œ.
blooms the bon ny may and the

œ œ œ- œ- JœU œ. œ# .
blooms the bon ny may and the

a tempop

p

p

p

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

Jœ jœ jœ Jœ Jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

U
U
U
U

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

‰

‰

‰

jœ
Last

Quick

F leggiero

∑

∑

.˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ
night the south wind brought a

(hum)

p

∑

∑

.œ œ jœ
(Sing

œ œ œ# œ ‰
whis per of Spring,

Slow

F

.œ œ ‰
Ah!

.œ œ ‰
Ah!

.œb œ œn œ œ œ œ
hey! but the day of the

∑

p

p

-

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

20 .œ œU ‰
Ah!

.œ œ
U

œ œ
How the

œb œ œ œ œU ‰
fair ies is o ver.)

Œ . ŒU œ œ
How the

Quick

p

p

leggiero

leggiero

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ
wee folk re joiced as they

.˙
œ œ œ œ œ œ
wee folk re joiced as they

(hum)

p

Œ . Œ jœ
Sing

œ œ œ# œ jœ
danced in a ring! Sing

œ jœ œ Jœ
Sing

œ œ œ œ Jœ
danced in a ring! Sing

Slightly slowerf

f

f

f

-

- -

-

5The fairies were tripping



&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

23 .œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
hey! the bon ny may and the

.œ œ ‰
hey!

.œ œ ‰
hey!.œ œ ‰
hey!

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

œ œ œ œ Jœ jœU
sweet blos som’d clo ver!

.œ œU

œ œ œ œU

.œ œU

(hum)

(hum)

(hum)

rall.

rall.

rall.

rall.

- - -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

jœU
Sing

jœU
Sing

jœU
Sing

JœU
Sing

f

f

f

f

.jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for our

.jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for our

jœ œb > œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for our

.œ Jœ œ œ
hey! for our

Quick p

p

p

F

F

F

F

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

œ œ œ œ œ Jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

f

f

f

f

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

27 .jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for be

.jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for be

Jœ œb > œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for be

.œ Jœ œ œ
hey! for be

p

p

p

F

F

F

F

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

œ œ œ œ œ Jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

f

f

f

f

.œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er can the day of the

.œ œ œ# œ œ œn œ
nev er can the day of the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er can the day of the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er can the day of the

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - -

6 The fairies were tripping



&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

30 œ œ œ œ œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, While

œ œ œ# œ œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, While

œ# œ œ œn œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, Whileœ œ œ œ œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, While

Poco lentorall.

rall.

rall.

rall.

.œ œ œ
- œ- JœU œ. œ.

blooms the bon ny may and the

œ œ œ- œ- jœU
œ. œ.

blooms the bon ny may and the

.œ œ œ- œ- JœU œ. œ.
blooms the bon ny may and the

œ œ œ- œ- JœU œ. œ# .
blooms the bon ny may and the

a tempop

p

p

p

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

Jœ jœ jœ Jœ Jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

U
U
U
U

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

33 ‰
jœ

Though

‰

‰

Quick

F leggiero

.˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ
we of their sing ing wist

∑

∑

π .œ œ ‰

œ œ œ œ ‰
nev er a word,

Œ . Œ jœ
(Sing

∑

Slow

F

.œ œ ‰
Ah!

.œ œ ‰
Ah!

.œb œ œn œ œ œ œ
hey! but the day of the

∑

π

π

- -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

37 .œ œU ‰
Ah!

.œ œ
U jœ

Ah! The

œb œ œ œ œU ‰
fair ies is o ver.)

Œ . ŒU jœ
The

(lento sempre)

π

π

.œ jœ ‰ ‰

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
prim ro ses lis tened, the

.œ jœ ‰ jœ
the

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ Jœ
prim ro ses lis tened, the

(hum)

π

π

œ jœ œ> jœ
Sing

œ œ œ œ
> jœ

vi o lets heard! Sing

œ œ œ œ> Jœ
vi o lets heard! Sing

œ œ œ# œ> Jœ
vi o lets heard! Sing

(hum)

f

f

f

f

- - - - -

- - - -

- - - - -

7The fairies were tripping



&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

40 .œ œ œ œ œ œ jœ
hey! the bon ny may and the

.œn œ ‰
hey!

.œ œ ‰
hey!.œ œ ‰
hey!

dim. e rall.

dim. e rall.

dim. e rall.

dim. e rall.

œ œ œ œ Jœ jœU
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

.œ œU
Ah!

œ œ œ œU
Ah!

.œ œU
Ah!

- - -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

jœU
Sing

jœU
Sing

jœU
Sing

JœU
Sing

f

f

f

f

.jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for our

.jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for our

jœ œb > œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for our

.œ Jœ œ œ
hey! for our

Quick p

p

p

F

F

F

F

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

œ œ œ œ œ Jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

f

f

f

f

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

44 .jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for be

.jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for be

Jœ œb > œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for be

.œ Jœ œ œ
hey! for be

p

p

p

F

F

F

F

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

œ œ œ œ œ Jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

f

f

f

f

.œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er can the day of the

.œ œ œ# œ œ œn œ
nev er can the day of the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er can the day of the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er can the day of the

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - -

8 The fairies were tripping



&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

47 œ œ œ œ œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, While

œ œ œ# œ œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, While

œ# œ œ œn œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, Whileœ œ œ œ œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, While

rall.

rall.

rall.

rall.

Poco lento

.œ œ œ
- œ- JœU œ. œ.

blooms the bon ny may and the

œ œ œ- œ- jœU
œ. œ.

blooms the bon ny may and the

.œ œ œ- œ- JœU œ. œ.
blooms the bon y may and the

œ œ œ- œ- JœU œ. œ# .
blooms the bon ny may and the

a tempop

p

p

p

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

Jœ jœ jœ Jœ Jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

U
U
U
U

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

50 ‰

œ œ
At the

‰

œ œ
At the

Quick

F

F

.˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ
sound of their call ing so

.˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ
sound of their call ing so

(hum)

(hum)

π

π

.œ œ ‰

œ œ œ œ ‰
sil ver and clear,

.œ œ jœ
(Sing

œ œ œ# œ ‰
sil ver and clear,

Slow

F

.œ œ ‰
Ah!

.œ œ ‰
Ah!

.œb œ œn œ œ œ œ
hey! but the day of the

∑

π

π
- -

- -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

54 .œ œU jœ
The

.œ œ
U jœ

The

œb œ œ œ œU jœ
fair ies is o ver.) The

Œ . ŒU Jœ
The

rall.

rall.

rall.

rall.

(lento sempre)F

F

F

F

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
cow slips cried “Com ing!” the

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
cow slips cried “Com ing!” The

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
cow slips cried “Com ing!” The

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ jœ
cow slips cried “Com ing!” The

œ- œ- œ- œ jœ
blue bells rang “Here!” Sing

œ
- œ- œ#

- œ jœ
blue bells rang “Here!” Sing

œ- œ- œ- œ Jœ
blue bells rang “Here!” Sing

œ- œ
- œ- œ Jœ

blue bells rang “Here!” Sing

f

f

f

f

- - -

- - -

- - - - -

- - -

9The fairies were tripping



&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

57 .œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
hey! the bon ny may and the

.œn œ œ œ œ œ œ
hey! the bon ny may and the

.œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
hey! the bon ny may and the.œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
hey! the bon ny may and the

œ œ œ œ œ Jœ jœU
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

œ œ œ jœ jœU
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

œ œ œ œ œ Jœ JœU
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

œ œ œ Jœ JœU
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

rall.

rall.

rall.

rall.

- - -

- - -

- - -

- - -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

jœU
Sing

jœU
Sing

jœU
Sing

JœU
Sing

.jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for our

.jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for our

jœ œb > œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for our

Jœ œ> œ œ Jœ œ œ
hey! slng lack a day, for our

Quick p

p

p

p

F

F

F

F

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

œ œ œ œ œ Jœ
loves ev er rang ing, Sing

f

f

f

f

- - - -

- - - - -

- - - -

- -- -

&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A

T

B

61 .jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for be

.jœ œ œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for be

Jœ œb > œ œ jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for be

Jœ œ> œ œ Jœ œ œ
hey! sing lack a day, for be

p

p

p

p

F

F

F

F

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

œ œ œ œ œ jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

œ œ œ œ œ Jœ
liefs ev er chang ing, But

f

f

f

f

.œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er can the day of the

.œ œ œ# œ œ œn œ
nev er can the day of the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er can the day of the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er can the day of the

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - -- -

10 The fairies were tripping



&

&

V
?

# #
# #
# #

# #

S

A
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B

64 œ œ œ œ œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, While

œ œ œ# œ œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, While

œ# œ œ œn œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, Whileœ œ œ œ œU jœ
fair ies be o ver, While

rall.

rall.

rall.

rall.

Slower

.œ œ œ
- œ- JœU œ œ

blooms the bon ny may and the

œ œ œ- œ- jœU
œ œ

blooms the bon ny may and the

.œ œ œ- œ- JœU œ œ
blooms the bon ny may and the

œ œ œ- œ- JœU œ œ#
blooms the bon ny may and the

sempre f

sempre f

sempre f

sempre f

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

jœ jœ jœ jœ jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

Jœ jœ jœ Jœ Jœ
sweet blos som’d clo ver.

rall.

rall.

rall.

rall.

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

11The fairies were tripping

Novello and Co.
(1920)



TERMS OF USE
These editions are available as a service to the choral community, offering inexpensive access to public domain literature.  Choir resources can purchase other 
literature still under copyright, especially to support those creating and publishing new compositions and arrangements.  These editions have been created using 
public domain sources under U. S. copyright law.  Out of respect to the research, time and effort invested:
     please print and issue an edition in its entirety, retaining notices, attributions, and logos.
     please do not consider this edition a source for creating another edition.

If performed, sending a copy of the concert program would be a valuable affirmation.  If recorded, notification and attribution would be appropriate 
professional courtesies and a copy of the recording would be greatly appreciated!

For a full description of these requests and more scores, visit:
     www.shorchor.net


