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Geoffrey  Molyneux  Palmer (188–1957)  was  born  in  Staines-upon-Thames,  
Middlesex, England, of Irish parents. He graduated from Oxford and studied with 
Charles  V.  Stanford  at  the  Royal  College  of  Music.  Moving  to  Ireland,  he  held  
various  organist  positions.  He  became well  known for  his  many  pieces  in  a  folk  
idiom for song or choral settings. He also wrote cantatas, an Irish opera, and some 
orchestral pieces. He was also the first composer to set the poetry of James Joyce.
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On the deck of Patrick Lynch’s boat I sat in woeful plight,
Through my sighing all the weary day, and weeping all the night,
Were it not that full of sorrow from my people forth I go,
By the blessed sun! ’tis royally I’d sing thy praise, Mayo!

When I dwelt at home in plenty, and my gold did much a-bound,
In the company of fair young maids the Spanish ale went round—
’Tis a bitter change from those gay days that now I’m forced to go,
And must leave my bones in Santa Cruz, far from my own Mayo.

’Tis my grief, that Patrick Loughlin is not Earl of Irrul still,
And that Brian Duff no longer rules as Lord upon the hill,
And that Colonel Hugh O’Grady should be lying dead and low,
And must leave my bones in foreign lands, far from my own Mayo.

Thomas Lavelle
transl. from Irish by George Fox (1809–1880)


