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She alone of
shepherdesses

E. Markham Lee
(1874-1956)



Ernest Markham Lee (1874-1956) was born in Cambridge, England. He was educated at the Perse
School and Emmanuel College, where he studied under Charles Wood. He was Professor of Organ at
the Guildhall School of Music, Extension Lecturer to Oxford, Cambridge and London Universities,
and was Organist at All Saints Woodford Green. He was also Examiner to the Associated Board and
the Royal Schools of Music, taking him to Canada, New Zealand, India, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), Malta
and Jamaica. He died in Eastbourne, England. He wrote books on musical history and biography, as
well as theory and musicianship skills. His compositions include a light opera, orchestral music,
piano and organ pieces, assorted instrumental pieces, cantatas, and part-songs.

A Seventeenth-Century Song

She alone of Shepherdesses
With her blue disdayning eyes,
Wo’d not hark a Kyng that dresses
All his lute in sighes:
Yet to winne
Katheryn,
I elect for mine Emprise.

None is like her, none above her,
Who so lifts my youth in me,
That a littel more to love her
Were to leave her free!
But to winne
Katheryn,
Is mine utmost love’s degree.

Distaunce, cold, delay, and danger,
Build the four walles of her bower;
She’s noe Sweete for any stranger,
She’s noe valley flower:
And to winne
Katheryn,
To her height my heart can Tower!

Uppe to Beautie’s promontory
I will climb, not loudlie call
Perfect and escaping glory
Folly, if I fall:
Well to winne
Katheryn!
To be worth her is my all.

Louise Imogen Guiney (1861-1920)
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