In Summertime

John J. Dawson
(1855
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In Summer-time
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In Summer-time
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J. Curwen & Sons
(1894)

Oh! summer nights! Oh! summer nights!
How full of tender balm,

When peace and hope and joy and love
Are fraught with perfect calm.

Oh! summer days! Oh! summer days!
What sweet delight ye bring,

When peace and hope and joy and love
Smile over everything.

There’s scarce a sound disturbs the air,
The stars shine bright on high,

And life, in smiling summertime,

Is one long ecstasy.

There’s music in the rippling rill,
And in the zephyr’s kiss;

The world is thrilled with melody,
And bathed in happiness.

Meta Crow



John James Dawson (1855-?) was born in Chicago, Illinois. He graduated from
University of the City of New York and received a diploma from John Curwen’s Sol-fa
College in England. He taught in the Public Protestant Schools, Montreal, Canada; was
Director of the Department of Music, Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NYC; taught at the Normal
School, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada; and was Supervisor of music in the
schools at Montclair, New Jersey. He was the leading proponent in America of John
Curwen’s Tonic Sol-fa and authored the book “The voice of the boy: a new conception of
its nature and needs in development and use, and of its relation to the adult male voice.”
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