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Emilie Frances Bauer (1865-1926) was born in Walla Walla, Washington, daughter
of Jewish immigrants from Alsace. She first studied music with her father, then with
Miguel Espinosa in San Francisco and studied at the Conservatoire de Paris. She
taught piano in Walla Walla and Portland, Oregon, and became a music teacher in
Boston, Massachusetts. She was music critic for Portland Oregonian, editor for the
Musical Courier, editor for The Musical Leader, an editor for The Etude, critic for the
New York Evening Mail, and contributor to the San Francisco Chronicle, Portland
Oregonian, and the Concertgoer. She was the older sister and first piano teacher of
composer Marion Bauer, who would become the first American student of Nadia
Boulanger. She often composed under the pseudonym “Francisco di Nogero”, which
is a play on her middle name (Frances) and “Nogero” which is Oregon backwards.
She died in New York City.

My love is a dashing muleteer

He comes thro’ the rugged mountain passes.
He leaves a trail of love and fear

O hé for the broken hearted lasses.

O hé for the lads with cold steel blades
They wait in vain for my Rodriguero

Who comes to dance in the evening shades,
With me to tread the gay Bolero.

Tra-la-la-la,

To me comes my Rodriguero.

With me he’ll dance the gay Bolero.
I hear him come, my Rodriguero,
And we will dance the gay Bolero.

What will he bring to me, my dear?

A scarlet band and coal black dresses,
A throbbing heart in his manly breast,
Two loving arms filled with caresses.

I’1l tread to the tune of the old guitar

And the step of my dearest Rodriguero;
We’ll dance in the ruddy evening glow
While we float away in the gay Bolero.

Tra-la-la-la,

To me he’ll come, my Rodriguero.
With me he’ll dance the gay Bolero.
I hear him come, my Rodriguero,
And we will dance the gay Bolero.

Emilie Frances Bauer
Spanish version by Paul Vincent Miller
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