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Michael William Balfe (1808-1870) was born in Dublin, Ireland, and studied music in Ireland and 
London. At age 16, he became violinist in the Drury Lane orchestra and was celebrated as a singer 
throughout the region. His patron, Count Mazzara, took him to Italy, where he studied composition in 
Rome and Milan. His first dramatic piece was produced in Milan in1826. He sang at the Paris Italian 
Opera and in Italian theaters until 1835, also producing several Italian operas, and sang in New York 
City  in  1834.  He  returned  to  England  and  was  a  successful  composer  of  English  operas,  at  times  
residing  in  Paris  and  Vienna.  He  retired  in  1864  and  died  in  Rowney  Abbey,  Hertfordshire.  His  
compositions include a number of operas, cantatas, glees, and part-songs.

J. Alfred Novello
(1859)
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The Minstrel-boy to the war is gone,
   In the ranks of death you’ll find him;
His father’s sword he has girded on,
   And his wild harp slung behind him—
“Land of song!” said the warrior-bard,
   “Though all the world betrays thee,
One sword, at least, thy rights shall guard,
   One faithful harp shall praise thee!”

The Minstrel fell!—but the foeman’s chain
   Could not bring his proud soul under;
The harp he loved ne’er spoke again,
   For he tore its cords asunder;
And said, “No chains shall sully thee,
   Thou soul of love and bravery!
Thy songs were made for the brave and free,
   They shall never sound in slavery!”

Thomas Moore (1779–1852)


