
She is far
from the land

AIR: OPEN THE DOOR

Michael William Balfe
(1808-1870)



She is far from the land where her young hero sleeps,
  And lovers are round her, sighing;
But coldly she turns from their gaze, and weeps,
  For her heart in his grave is lying.

She sings the wild song of her dear native plains,
  Every note which he loved awaking; —
Ah! little they think, who delight in her strains,
  How the heart of the Minstrel is breaking.

He had lived for his love, for his country he died,
  They were all that to life had entwined him;
Nor soon shall the tears of his country be dried,
  Nor long will his Love stay behind him.

Oh! make her a grave where the sunbeams rest,
  When they promise a glorious morrow;
They’ll shine o’er her sleep, like a smile from the West,
  From her own loved Island of sorrow.

Thomas Moore (1779–1852)

Michael  William  Balfe (1808-1870)  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  studied  music  in  
Ireland  and  London.  At  age  16,  he  became violinist  in  the  Drury  Lane  orchestra  and  was  
celebrated as a singer throughout the region. His patron, Count Mazzara, took him to Italy, 
where he studied composition in Rome and Milan. His first dramatic piece was produced in 
Milan  in1826.  He  sang  at  the  Paris  Italian  Opera  and  in  Italian  theaters  until  1835,  also  
producing  several  Italian  operas,  and  sang  in  New  York  City  in  1834.  He  returned  to  
England  and  was  a  successful  composer  of  English  operas,  at  times  residing  in  Paris  and  
Vienna.  He  retired  in  1864  and  died  in  Rowney  Abbey,  Hertfordshire.  His  compositions  
include a number of operas, cantatas, glees, and part-songs.
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