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Michael William Balfe (1808-1870) was born in Dublin, Ireland, and
studied music in Ireland and London. At age 16, he became violinist in
the Drury Lane orchestra and was celebrated as a singer throughout the
region. His patron, Count Mazzara, took him to Italy, where he studied
composition in Rome and Milan. His first dramatic piece was produced
in Milan in1826. He sang at the Paris Italian Opera and in Italian theaters
until 1835, also producing several Italian operas, and sang in New York
City in 1834. He returned to England and was a successful composer of
English operas, at times residing in Paris and Vienna. He retired in 1864
and died in Rowney Abbey, Hertfordshire. His compositions include a
number of operas, cantatas, glees, and part-songs.

There is not in the wide world a valley so sweet

As that vale in whose bosom the bright waters meet;
Oh! the last rays of feeling and life must depart,

Ere the bloom of that valley shall fade from my heart.

Yet it was not that nature had shed o’er the scene
Her purest of crystal and brightest of green;
’Twas not her soft magic of streamlet or hill,

Oh! no,— it was something more exquisite still.

"Twas that friends, the beloved of my bosom, were near,
Who made every dear scene of enchantment more dear,
And who felt how the best charms of nature improve,
When we see them reflected from looks that we love.

Sweet vale of Avoca! how calm could I rest

In thy bosom of shade, with the friends I love best,

Where the storms that we feel in this cold world should cease,
And our hearts, like thy waters, be mingled in peace.

Thomas Moore (1779-1852)
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