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J. Alfred Novello
(1859)

Michael William Balfe (1808-1870) was born in Dublin, Ireland, and studied music in
Ireland and London. At age 16, he became violinist in the Drury Lane orchestra and was
celebrated as a singer throughout the region. His patron, Count Mazzara, took him to Italy,
where he studied composition in Rome and Milan. His first dramatic piece was produced in
Milan in1826. He sang at the Paris Italian Opera and in Italian theaters until 1835, also
producing several Italian operas, and sang in New York City in 1834. He returned to England
and was a successful composer of English operas, at times residing in Paris and Vienna. He
retired in 1864 and died in Rowney Abbey, Hertfordshire. His compositions include a number
of operas, cantatas, glees, and part-songs.




It is not the tear at this moment shed,

When the cold turf has just been laid o’er him,

That can tell how beloved was the friend that’s fled,
Or how deep in our hearts we deplore him.

"Tis the tear, through many a long day wept,

Thro’ a life by his loss all shaded;

’Tis the sad remembrance, fondly kept,

When all lighter griefs have faded.

Oh! thus shall we mourn; and his memory’s light,
Kept alive in our hearts, will improve them,

For worth shall look fairer, and truth more bright,
When we think how he lived but to love them.
And, as buried saints the grave perfume,

Where fadeless they’ve long been lying,

So our hearts shall borrow a sweetening bloom
From the image he left there in dying!

Thomas Moore (1779-1852)
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